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Thank you for the opportunity to speak today on this very important matter . My name is John Barrett
and I am the Township Manager for South Fayette Township in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania . South
Fayette Township is a rapidly growing township in southwestern Pennsylvania . One of the contributing
factors to the Township' s growth is access to a robust transportation network. Our commercial
corridors are positioned in direct proximity to 1-79 and help to connect our business parks, corporate
offices and commercial centers with workers, suppliers and customers. The Township of South Fayette
is very much opposed to the tolling of a bridge portion of Interstate 79 that runs through the Township.
The presence of a toll-bridge would damage our robust local economy and threaten the sustainability of
the private investments that have been made in the Township. The Township Board of Commissioners
believes that the toll bridge proposal would have very negative effects on the community of South
Fayette, as well as our neighboring communities and the South Hills Communities of Pittsburgh in
general . I come here today to ask for support to stop this plan before it is too late .
One of the largest objections the Township has to this project is the lack of any meaningful public input
and stakeholder communication that has taken place thus far. The local leaders in South Fayette have

had to learn about this project through the newspapers and media sources that have covered this
project . I would like to remind everyone that both the P3 Implementation Manual and Act 88 state that
one of the key tasks to prepare a P 3 project for procurement is 'performing outreach, coordinating
public involvement and garnering stakeholder support.' These seem like logical and necessary efforts
that should take place well before any project as impactful as a toll bridge is considered . I am here to
tell you that there was no such meaningful effort coordinated for the proposed tolling of 1-79. I have
participated in exactly two sessions with representatives from PennDOT about the proposed tolling. In
both instances comments from the public were extremely limited and concrete details about the project
itself were unavailable. Representatives from PennDOT have told us that we will hear from them to
discuss local infrastructure and traffic impacts, economic impacts as well as project design . And while
none of that has happened, this project has moved forward and could begin as early as 2023 . Why has
there not been any effort to work with local municipalities in advance of the project being 'let'?
Like many Townships in the Commonwealth, South Fayette has a Traffic Impact Fee Program in place.
As you may already be aware, before a community can legally implement such a program, they must
first perform a rather large and comprehensive Roadway Sufficiency Analysis. For South Fayette
Township, this meant that we asked our Traffic Engineers to collect data, perform traffic counts, analyze
traffic patterns and to score each intersection in the Township. The goal is to identify existing
deficiencies in our local intersections and to design traffic improvements to areas that are most likely to
be effected by increased development. The Township has accomplished that by preparing a
Transportation Capital Improvement Plan that outlines all of the projects we will pursue with impact
fees paid by private developers. I truly cannot overstate how much time and energy has gone into
studying our local transportation network to help the Township properly mitigate the additional traffic

that is associated with a steady influx of commercial and residential development. It would seem to me
that this information would be very useful to PennDOT if there were truly an interest in garnering
stakeholder support and coordinating meaningful public involvement. I can tell you that no one has
requested any of this information from the Township, no one has offered to meet with the Township
and our Traffic Engineers to understand where traffic patterns are increasing, and most importantly no
one has taken a look at the existing road network to evaluate their condition and their ability to handle
additional traffic .

It is undeniable that motorists will seek alternate routes should a toll bridge be installed . That is simply
a fact, and the reality of that fact is those motorists will travel on state and local roadways in their
efforts to avoid paying a toll on 1-79 . The state owned and maintained roadways in proximity to the toll
bring include Pa Route 50, Millers Run Road, Washington Pike and Presto Sygan Road . These roads are
currently in deplorable condition. Most notably, Millers Run Road and Presto Sygan are both currently
in failure and lane restricted due to landslides which have caused the roadway to collapse . In both of
these instances, PennDOT has had to install temporary traffic signals to control the choke point of
traffic before and after the slide areas of the road. The temporary signals are very expensive, costing
taxpayers and the Department an estimated $ 30,000 per month per location. Millers Run Road has
been in this condition for close to one- year and Presto Sygan has been lane restricted for nearly six
months, and there do not seem to be any imminent plans to repair these roadways. If PennDOT's plans
to install a tolling feature on the existing bridge over 1-79 in 2023, then any motorist seeking to get to
South Fayette Township from 1-79 and avoid paying a toll would be forced to travel on these state
roadways that are currently in disrepair. Additionally, the local road network that travels through South
Fayette, the Borough of Bridgeville, Collier Township, Cecil Township, Upper St. Clair Township and
beyond are already stressed and a struggle for local communities to maintain.
We have been told that once a toll bridge is in place there will be a revenue stream to pay for local road
improvement projects. However, there has not been any discussion with local communities about how
these local improvements get designed, vetted and paid for. The local communities that will be most
impacted by this toll bridge have been left in the dark. We have received no additional information
about this project outside of what has been reported in the local papers. We have not been seen any
reports or studies from PennDOT estimating how traffic patterns will change with the toll bridge . Even if
we were to blindly trust PennDOT that there will be funds available to improve local roadways, given the
number of roadways involved and the amount of coordination that would be needed to construct these
local projects, it would take many years to construct. Given the plan to install the tolling mechanism in
2023, there will be a lengthy, multi- year time period whereby motorists are seeking to avoid the 1-79 toll
bridge and the local road network, including the state roadways in our communities, will simply not be
able to handle the additional volume. The results could be catastrophic, and the level of public
confidence will plummet.

The proposed sequence of events for this project is reckless and inappropriate . The plan to toll
motorists before investments are made to improve local roadways would result in the rapid
deterioration of our already failing infrastructure . The cavalier position of PennDOT in failing to work
with local municipalities throughout this process is equally discouraging. The plan seems to be entirely
focused on the revenue potential of the toll bridge. There has been little to no effort given to working
with municipal partners to mitigate the traffic impacts on our local roads. There also has been no
analysis of the impact of the toll bridge on the local economy. Please do not permit this plan to be force

fed to our local communities.
Thank you for your time and consideration .

