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Good Moming/Afternoon,

I would like to thank Majority Chairman Hennessey, Minority Chairman Carroll and the
members of the committee for the opportunity to offer the views of the Wormleysburg Borough
Council regarding the proposed plan to require tolls to access the John Harris Bridge or the South
Bridge as it is also known across the Susquehanna River in Harrisburg.
My name is Dr. Joe Deklinski, and I am a 25-year member of the Wormleysburg Borough
Council . One of my roles as a council member is to oversee all infrastructure issues within our
community.
Wormleysburg is situated on the west shore of the Susquehanna River, directly opposite the City
of Harrisburg. We are primarily a residential community of 3,062 people. The history of
Wormleysburg is uniquely tied to transportation infrastructure as in the mid-1800’s John
Wormley operated a ferry service between the borough and Harrisburg, and in the early 1900’s
Wormleysburg served as a terminus for coal barges and then as a base for seaplanes. Our early
residents were also familiar with tolls as both the Walnut Street bridge and the Camelback bridge
- now the Market Street bridge initially required tolls.

While we certainly agree that upgrading and replacing our aging infrastructure is an important
public priority, we do not believe placing tolls on certain bridges is the long-term answer. In
particular, we believe the proposed plan to place tolls on the John Harris Bridge will have a
number of negative impacts on citizens of the borough of Wormleysburg. I offer four specific
examples.

First, local infrastructure pressure. Motorists seeking alternatives routes rather than paying to
cross the John Harris Bridge will very likely attempt to use the Market Street Bridge at one end
of our community or the M . Harvey Taylor Bridge which is squarely in the middle of the
borough. Motorists seeking these alternatives will drive down Front Street - a two lane state
highway and our secondary streets, especially those leading to the approaches to the Harvey
Taylor Bridge overloading these streets which are already ill-equipped to handle any increase in
traffic.
Second, is the potential impact on local businesses. Wormleysburg is home to several waterfront
dining establishments along with a number of small service-related businesses. Our local retail
businesses and restaurants report significant decreased business during periods of congested
traffic, which is also a peak time for their walk-in customers. Once cut-through traffic is added it
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means less revenues for those local businesses that have already been impacted negatively by a
variety of circumstances.
Third is public safety. Wormleysburg shares a joint fire and police department with our neighbor
the Borough of Lemoyne. We maintain fire facilities in both communities while the police operate
from a facility located in Lemoyne. I mention this because we are also faced with a unique roadway
feature which we call the Bottleneck. It is a narrow and winding stretch of roadway that joins both
communities and which is frequently congested. This provides a challenge for our first responders
to quickly and safely respond to emergencies. Additionally, Penn State Health operates an
emergency medical services ambulance station along the bottleneck. Alternate routes are available;
however, these increase response times and minutes are precious in an emergency. Motorists
seeking alternatives to the bridge toll will end up using the bottleneck to access the Market Street
or Harvey Taylor bridges, and this coupled with a plan to reduce traffic lanes by adding bike lanes
- which our community strongly opposes - - will undoubtedly create further congestion adding to
the challenges faced by our first responders in answering emergency calls.
Fourth is a Oualitv-of-Life issue. Many of our residents are struggling in ways they have not
experienced. Traffic congestion impacts people’s surroundings directly affecting their quality of
life. Spend time in our community when there is unfortunately a serious accident or naturally
occurring impact on the major routes surrounding us. Time and again, these situations force
motorists from their normal traffic patterns and into Wormleysburg, creating significant
congestion and making it more expensive and more difficult for our residents to access their own
homes easily to go to work or to come home.
The Pennsylvania Revenue Options Committee (TROC) report outlined several revenue options
that address the Commonwealth’s transportation funding deficit. Tolling is one of the 18 options
considered in the report. We believe all parties, including the affected local communities, should
develop a comprehensive, statewide funding solution that addresses our transportation needs in a
sustainable manner. Hastening a tolling proposal on the South Bridge for the sake of simplicity
and bureaucratic expediency eliminates thoughtful consideration of other revenue sources that
would be better suited to the unique circumstances of the South Bridge and its nearby communities.
The elected officials of the Borough of Wormleysburg stand ready to participate in such
discussions.

We do have some historical perspective in our Borough regarding bridge tolling. Over time the
Walnut Street Bridge and the old Camelback Bridge, which was replaced by the Market Street
Bridge, went from being toll bridges to what the people at the time termed “free bridges.” What
did our predecessors know and understand that we do not? Perhaps it was the negative effect tolling
had on the community.
Thank you for your time and attention and once again for allowing me to the share the perspective
of an impacted community.
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