
I am Julissa, a long time member of MILPA (The Movement of Immigrant Leaders of

Pennsylvania) and now a youth coordinator. We are a network of families who believe in

the rights and respect of everyone in our communities, regardless of our immigration status.

Our families are organized in Dauphin, Cumberland, Franklin, Lancaster, Delaware,
Philadelphia, Northampton and Chester counties. I was 12 years old when I first stood on the

steps of this capitol building to speak on the impact of my family not having access to a

driver's license. I am here today, 7 years later, to not only speak for my family and my

experience but for all the families in Pennsylvania who suffer hardships due to not being able

to access the basic right of mobility.

Nearly 85,000 U.S. citizens in Pennsylvania live with at least one family member who is

undocumented. Many of us are young people and young children. Our parents are small

business owners and restaurant workers who are helping to recover our communities after the

last year. They are agricultural workers, construction workers, domestic workers and stay at

home parents who take care of us and our homes.

Not only does not having a driver's license impact our safety on the road but not having

access to a state issued ID makes tasks extremely difficult. A state ID is needed to gain access

to some of the most basic necessities: parents need a driver's license or ID to access the

internet, enter their children's schools, doctors appointments, and even rent tools from a

hardware store. My family was asked to provide a state issued ID to submit a police report,

when my dad was being threatened. My last semester in High school during the pandemic I

had to share an unreliable hotspot with 2 of my siblings because Xfinity required an adult in

the home to have a state issued ID or SSN- making the months prior to my graduation very

difficult.

My parents have always tried to hide their struggles in order to protect me and my mental

state. It infuriates me that this is what they have to deal with on a daily basis. My parents

have given me the strength and courage to be with you all here today. My dad is the most

hardworking person I know, he accomplished his “American Dream”. He owns houses, a

restaurant owner, and father. However he risks losing this all everytime he drives. The way

they are treated is unjust.

Our parents risk their lives, risk being detained, risk being separated in order to provide for

us, take us to medical appointments, grocery shopping, classes, or even leisure activities that



we take for granted like family trips to the beach or Hershey Park. Evervtime mv father
leaves the house we make sure to sav “con cuidado". which means “be careful” because we
never know when that trip to get food may be the last time we see him .

Mobility is a right, and it is a necessity to travel from one place to another. I have heard
countless stories of how individuals' lives have changed due to the deportation of their family
members, which all started by a routine traffic stop. No child should have to live with the
fear of their families being separated. HB 279 would allow our children to be able to focus
on their studies, find passions, and most importantly enjoy their youth.

I am one of the 85,000 U.S. citizens in Pennsylvania that live with undocumented family
members. Their story matters, my story matters, mv family matters, vvc are PA. we contribute
to keep PA movinti Forward. I urge all of you sitting here today and those watching to move
forward together to pass HB 279.


