
I want to thank the members of this committee and Chairman Hennessey for hosting this
hearing today. My name is Desi Burnette and I am a Statewide Coordinator with MILPA, the
Movement of Immigrant Leaders in Pennsylvania. MILPA is one of over 20 faith, agriculture,
student, civil and human rights organizations that form the Driving PA Forward Coalition. We
call this effort Driving PA Forward because our members across every county in this
Commonwealth move our state forward everyday through their labor, their love and care for
community and family, through their worship and economic contributions. Though we are all
leaders in our respective sectors and communities, we share a common belief in the respect
and human rights of every person and family in our state. We are all here today in support of
HB279, proposed legislation that would allow every Pennsylvanian to access a driver’s license
regardless of immigration status.

This legislation is not just about a driver's license: It’s about recognizing the basic humanity of
every resident of Pennsylvania. This legislation is also about safety:
When more people driving are insured and know the basic safety rules of operate a vehicle, our
roads will be safer. Ensuring the safety of personal information of every Pennsylvanian when
they obtain a driver’s license or state ID and providing safety to families, who won’t need to fear
being torn apart after a routine traffic stop. Over one hundred organizations, businesses, faith
institutions, elected officials and municipalities have signed on to support this effort, including
the cities of Easton and Harrisburg and Kennett Square Borough who recognise the public
safety benefit for their residents of passing this legislation.

The problems we have faced in the last year have been unprecedented, however they are not
that different from what people in our state have been confronting for years. We who have been
building support for this effort are the very people who have sustained our homes, our
communities and our Commonwealth throughout the last year and before. Us parents and
school counselors on the front line with our children, our agricultural workers, our domestic
workers, those workers who keep our restaurants and businesses afloat, our small business
owners and some of the many leaders who have brought our communities together to demand
safety and equal treatment in our state. Putting food on the table, getting our children and
ourselves around our communities safely, protection from detention and family separation and
accessing vital healthcare services are all fundamental human needs and human rights that can
be accessed with a driver’s license.

Between 1992 and 2002, residents of Pennsylvania were able to obtain a driver’s license using
an Individual Tax-Identification number known as an ITIN. An ITIN is a federal identifier used to
pay taxes by those without a social security number. In 2017 undocumented Pennsyvanians
paid $134,872,000 in state and local taxes using their ITINs.

Before 2002 a driver's license in our state did 2 things - 1) It was used to prove that you are the
person you say you are and 2) To show that you know the rules of the road and have
permission to drive. That changed in 2002 and for the first time the state began inserting
requirements about the immigration status of the residents of our state and began excluding
those without immigration status from obtaining a driver's license.



In 2009 the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation retroactively cancelled the driver’s
licenses of several thousand residents who had obtained them legally with an ITIN. Overnight
Pennsylvanians who relied on their driver's licenses had their livelihoods and their safety cut off.

The impact of those cancelations and the restriction has meant that our roads are less safe and
it has meant that many in our state are further cut off from meeting basic human needs. Today
simple traffic stops across the Commonwealth can and do result in detention, deportation and
the separation of families. The urgency of passing this bill increased in 2020 as communities
across the commonwealth faced the health and economic impact of covid-19. In some parts of
the state during this pandemic, essential workers were provided printed letters with company
letterhead declaring that they are workers in life sustaining jobs so that they get to and from
their workplace. This is flimsy protection for the people we’ve depended on throughout this
crisis. Now is the time to take action.

HB279 will allow residents of our state, regardless of their immigration status, to obtain a
standard issue driver’s license using an Individual Tax ID Number or other identifiers that prove
the person's identity. The current law already allows for the use of an Individual Tax ID number
or other identifiers for those applying who do not have a social security number and this bill will
simply remove the barrier for those without immigration status to apply for a driver's license or
state issued ID.

This proposal also seeks to secure the personal information and data of Pennsylvanians who
provide our information to PennDot. Technology has advanced rapidly across the globe and
today several local and Federal agencies are able to search without a criminal warrant, the
facial profile and other personal information of tens of millions of people who have provided this
to PennDot. This bill seeks to secure our data and to allow law enforcement searches of our
information only with a criminal warrant.

We urge this committee to support HB279 for the wellbeing of our families and the safety of our
communities. We invite questions from this committee. Thank you for your time.


