
August 3rd, 2021

PA House of Representatives, Transportation Committee
% Torrey Lauermann (via email)

Re: HB 1244

I have owned and operated a private driving school in Erie, PA for twenty five years. My name
is Brenda Bennett and my business is Transportation Solutions Driving School. I employ an
average of 24 individuals, eight of whom are full time with medical, dental, vision, IRA’s and
vacation pay. I may own a small company but it is a solid business that gives generously back
to our community.

I am writing this letter in regards to HB1244. I think it is very important to understand I don’t
mind where private driving schools land but we need to land on our feet. To do that we need to
have a completely revised Act 605, the foundation of the rules for operating a private school,
included in any bill passed. Act 605 is over 70 years old and outdated. I am not in favor of just
moving private driving schools without the rules established.

I am also the Vice President of PA Association of Professional Driving Schools, PAPDS. We
have a very active membership and many owners are experts in this field. Our expertise is
under utilized by the legislators, PDE and PennDOT. We have so much to offer as we are well
educated, experienced and on the cutting edge of every aspect of driving.

We do not have regular meetings, or any meetings for that matter, with PDE or PennDOT as an
Association or as a private driving school owner. All rules and regulations are issued without
any input from the true experts and I find this baffling. Why would you not want our input? What
a missed opportunity.

The PA Association, PAPDS, has had an Impact Study done this year, we have hired an
Attorney to represent us, we have filed and paid for a Right to Know Act regarding the exam
results from PDE. We have spent thousands of dollars from pure frustration. I believe this HB
is from frustration of a 18% pass rate for new examiners. Let me clarify that individuals with
Masters degrees and an Attorney took this exam and failed. We are frustrated because we
can't hire with such a ridiculous exam and we constantly feel we have no one in authority to
work with us when there are discrepancies. Again, Act 605 is outdated and too open to
interpretation. It is extremely hard to run a business when your hands are tied behind your back
and one leg is broken. Knowing this, would any of you like to purchase a driving school - 1 think
not.

I think it is important to understand that private driving schools have changed immensely over
the last 70 years. AAA published a study recently stating the average consumer is 19.5 when
they now learn to drive. I completely agree with their findings as that is absolutely our average
customer's age. Driver's education is no longer a high school course taught only at high



schools. Operating a driving school is no longer just about “protecting the children” but about
teaching all walks of life to drive an automobile safely.

If private driving schools continue to operate under the PA Department of Education or we are
transferred to the PA Department of Transportation the only way we will continue to be
entrepreneurs is the revision of Act 605.

If you can do anything to help us please:
1. Give a deadline to PDE to have a new exam for driving instructors so we can hire

Individuals tomorrow.
2. Ask the Association, PAPDS, for their opinion and to be involved in all legislation

regarding driving rules and regulations. We are surprisingly knowledgeable.
3. Do not pass any bill unless the revised Act 605 is part of the legislation.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I am always open to communication from any of
you on this Committee. Your time is valuable and much appreciated.

Sincerely,

Brenda J Bennett, LPI, CDRS
President
Transportation Solutions


