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Chairman Sonney, Chairman Longietti, and Members of the Committee.

We commend the Committee for its diligence to conduct a hearing on this
important subject.
My contribution of today builds atop my previous testimony to the Committee on
closely related topics:

1. On June 17 I summarized the 2019-20 school year as one wherein our
schools held firm to the usual requirements for a year’s academic work,
grade expectations, definitions of a high school credit, and attendance. This
was the norm even though these expectations for schooling under COVID19’s building lockdown brought heightened stress and workload to students,
parents, faculty , and administrators.
2. On August 4 & 5 I summarized that our schools were working toward inperson schooling with an array of mitigation and safety procedures.
Balancing risks and benefits is not a new concept. In our schools, we were
working to minimize and manage the risks because there are important
benefits that accompany in-person schooling.

In my previous testimony I outlined how our schools are akin to the smaller
community schools of the pre-consolidation days. “Ownership" is high. Families
are deeply involved with their schools and are partnering with their schools.

How has COVID-19 actually impacted our schools and students?
METHODOLOGY OF SCHOOLING FOR 2020-21. Consistent with the schools’ plans as
testified last August, each of our schools independently determined to function with
in-person schooling this year. That is what has occurred and what is occurring despite issues of cost or ease/convenience.

SAFETY AND CONTINUITY OF INSTRUCTION. We have not experienced problems with
students being the transmitters. Individual schools have experienced instances
when a student , a teacher, a classroom, a pod/bubble, or the entire school needed
to move to isolation. When this occurred, schools and the individuals involved
adapted, then returned to in-person schooling, the clearly preferred methodology.
And importantly, we have not experienced secondary problems that have
skyrocketed in society such as depression, suicide, drugs, etc.

ACADEMICS . Schools are on target to meet their normal academic goals this
academic year. Requirements for grades and credits are being upheld. High
school graduations are being planned, even if they again need to be conducted
outdoors and in very creative ways.

NON-ACADEMICS. Even with mitigation in place, in-person schooling has provided
the full range of activities that are typical for classroom and in-building, withinschool-hours education. This has reduced pressures on faculty and parents - and
students. In our schools, the usual extracurricular activities, no matter how
valuable, have been largely eliminated from the schedule. Thus, activities like fine
arts programs and most sports activities yielded to safer activities during school
hours.

BUSSING. Consistent with law, school districts have been transporting students
even when the district is utilizing virtual or hybrid schooling. The only “complaint”
that has been observed is that some districts appear to cancel bussing services
more quickly than they formerly did when their own buildings were being served. I
realize that this area of decision-making is subjective.
ENROLLMENT. Clearly, the trend is that school enrollment is higher. As with the
greater population, some parents believe the mitigation requirements are overkill
while some other parents are in fear of sending students to in-person schooling.
Thus, some parents enrolled their students in our schools for the first time as they
disliked the alternatives. Others of our school family declined to reenroll for this
academic year. One of the dominant concerns of the latter group was the prospect
that schools might be required to close, and parents did not want to have the
uncertainty of changing methodologies during a school year. Thus, some optioned
for home education or cyber schooling.
ENTHUSIASM FOR SCHOOLING. In our schools, enthusiasm is quite high. You can
be assured that “everyone" is longing for the future day when the current
mitigations are behind us. Schools report a rather high number of inquiries for
enrollment for next school year as communities perceive that our schools have
been safe, caring, and well prioritized to meet the needs of our families and

students.
As we have testified previously, we continue to embrace the policy that local
schools should be responsible to determine how to safely and efficiently conduct
their schooling. One-size-fits-all is not a prudent policy in dealing with COVID-19
and education.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide our insights into the topic before you
today. I will be glad to address questions from members or staff.
Respectfully submitted,
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