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March 9, 2020 

Representative Brad Roae 
Chairman, Consumer Affairs Committee 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Honorable Representative Roae: 

Thank you for holding a committee hearing on March 16th on community solar. As you can see by the 

strong bi-partisan support for HB 531, community solar is extremely popular across Pennsylvania, and 

rightly so, as it will: 

• Provide access to affordable, clean solar energy for every Pennsylvanian who wants it. 

• Create hundreds of clean energy jobs statewide 

• Increase economic development, tax potential, and local investment across the state. 

• Support PA's solar contractors and related businesses. 

• Increase clean energy production, often during peak periods when electricity is needed most. 

• Improve the reliability and resilience of the electric grid, helping reduce power outages. 

• Contribute to Pa's goal of providing a cleaner, healthier and safer environment for all its 
residents. 

• Help low-to-moderate income residents and renters access the benefits of clean energy systems. 

In contrast, HB 1970, the Duquesne bill is not community solar, but is actually a "green tariff" program, 

which in fact Pennsylvania utilities are already permitted to provide as a result of electricity 

restructuring. This bill is unnecessary, as Duquesne Energy and other utilities can already contract with 

solar developers to provide electricity through third party suppliers. In contrast with HB531 and 

community solar, HB 1970 will: 

1. Ensure that solar energy is more expensive than the utility's "default rate", thus limiting access 

to solar only to those willing and able to pay a premium price. 

2. Limit the growth of the solar industry in PA, ensuring that Pennsylvania remains far behind all of 

our neighboring states. 



BLU WAVE 
March 16, 2020 

Dear Chairs Roae and Matzie, 

BlueWave Solar (BlueWave) is a community and public solar developer based in Boston, Massachusetts. 

We have developed 13SMW of community and public solar and manage 160 MW of customers in 

Massachusetts, New York and Minnesota. BlueWave is also a certified B Corporation, which means we 

believe in the triple bottom line - we can value people, places, and profit - and that we can do good 

business by doing good. Because our mission to revolutionize energy is rooted in these values, we have 

partnered with a number of farmers to help keep their farms viable for the next generation. 

We urge the committee to support HB-S31 PA Community Solar Access Bill because it will not only 

launch Pennsylvania into energy independence, but will help stabilize the precarious position that the 

Commonwealth's farmers find themselves in. Thank you for giving community solar providers, 

developers, landowners and farmers the opportunity to provide input on Pennsylvania's bright solar 

future. 

Enable Sustainable Solar Development, Empower Pennsvlvania's Farmers 

In the last two years, 4S7 farms have been shuttered across the Commonwealth.1 More specifically, 

Pennsylvania lost 370 dairy farms in 2018 alone.2 Many farmers do not see a viable path for farm 

succession, so they feel pressure from housing and other permanent forms of development to sell their 

valuable agricultural land. It is entirely prudent and vitally important that the legislature consider 

alternatives to bolster farm viability and support new farmers in succession planning, especially as the 

average age of a farmer in Pennsylvania is SS years old.3 Farmland does not need to be permanently lost 

to development in order for farmers to succeed. 

Many farmers across the Northeast region are turning to sustainable solar development as a source of 

revenue that can sustain farm operations for generations. Dual-Use, pioneered by BlueWave and others, 

means that farmers can continue growing crops or grazing livestock in between or underneath raised 

solar panels. Blue Wave is also working with farmers across Pennsylvania to site standard solar with 

agricultural siting best practices. These practices guarantee minimal impact to the land during 

construction, over the life of the project, and after the panels are decommissioned. In fact, using 

1 US Department of Agriculture & National Agricultural Statistics Service 2017 Census of Agriculture - Pennsylvania 
State Profile & 2019 State Agriculture Overview - Pennsylvania. See www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus for a full data 
set. 
2 More than 2, 700 U.S. Dairy Farms Closed in 2018 - Dairy Herd Management (April 22, 2019). 
https://www.dairyherd.com/articte/more-2700-us-dairy-fa rms-closed-2018 
3 See Footnote 1. 



@ Arcadia 
March 12, 2020 

Comments of Arcadia on HB 531 

Dear Majority Chair Roae and Minority Chair Matzie, 

I am writing to urge you to pass HB 531, PA Community Solar Access, which would create a 
community solar program in Pennsylvania. This bill would have extraordinary benefits for the state's 
electricity consumers. 

Arcadia is the first nationwide digital energy services platform. Our job is to connect residential utility 
customers with clean energy while helping them save money. Depending on the local market 
structure, we provide a number of services to our customers. In Pennsylvania, our primary offerings 
today are renewable energy credit purchasing, retail supply brokerage, and an improved bill-pay 
experience. We currently have more than 400,000 customers, spread across all 50 states. Nearly 
20,000 of those customers are in Pennsylvania 

If HB 531 is signed into law, we will begin connecting our members to community solar projects. We 
already offer this service in New York, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Maryland, the District of 
Columbia, and Illinois, and are rapidly expanding into new markets such as Colorado and Maine. 
We are managing more than two dozen operational projects and have acquired customers for 
roughly the same number of projects that will be operational soon . In total, these projects will serve 
more than 13,000 customers. We believe we are the country's largest manager of residential 
subscriptions to community solar projects. 

In recent years, the cost of solar power has come down dramatically. For many people, the 
cheapest way to power their home is now with solar power. Solar is leading to lower power bills, 
which is fantastic news. Unfortunately, the only way for most residential consumers to directly 
benefit from solar power today is to put solar panels on their rooftop, and this doesn't work for 
everyone. The purpose of HB 531 is to fix this problem and make solar accessible to everyone. 

The problem of accessibility to solar is very real, since two-thirds of Americans aren't a good match 
for rooftop solar. Rooftop solar makes sense for people who own their home, control their rooftop, 
can afford a large financial commitment, and have a suitable rooftop that's structurally sound and not 
shaded. About one-third of American households meet all of those criteria. The rest of us need 
community solar. 

A well-designed community solar program - like HB 531 - will make the benefits of solar power 
accessible to everyone. While some people do have the option to use rooftop solar, having rooftop 
solar as the only option to directly benefit from solar will exclude large groups of people. For 
example, renters - who are 35 percent of the country - shouldn't invest in solar panels on the rooftop 
of a house they'll likely leave_ Of the people who own a house, 32 percent of them have a credit 

Arcadia 555 11th St NW Fourth Floor Washington , DC 20004 



3/13/2020 

~ SIERRA 
CLUB 

Re: Consumer Affairs Committee Hearing on House Bills 531and1970 

Chairman Roae and Members of the Consumer Affairs Committee: 

Sierra Club strongly supports and urges you to vote YES on HB 531, which would enable 
true community solar projects in Pennsylvania. Community solar projects allow individual 
electric customers to subscribe to the output of a subset of panels on a larger solar array, and to 
have the value of the electrical output of those panels credited to their electricity bill. Community 
solar subscribers receive the same financial benefits as a customer with a system installed on 
their property, but the system can be located offsite. This produces several important benefits, 
including: 

• Renters and people whose property does not have a large sunny surface suitable for a 
solar array (combined, up to 75% of electric customers) can have access to solar; 

• Consolidating many small solar systems into one large system creates economies of 
scale that lower installation cost of solar and make it affordable to many more utility 
customers; and 

• Hosts of community solar arrays, such as farms, churches, school districts or 
businesses, can generate revenue by leasing portions of their property for the array. 

The process of bill credits described above is known as virtual net metering, and it is currently 
severely restricted by regulation in Pennsylvania. The regulations were designed with large 
power plants in mind, and did not envision a world in which affordable solar arrays could boost 
local employment, supplement landowner income, and produce affordable clean energy for all 
customers. With 89 cosponsors at the time of this writing, HB 531 enjoys broader bipartisan 
support across a wider geography and ideological spectrum than any energy bill we've 
advocated for in recent memory. We urge you to reduce this regulatory red tape, as has been 
done in at least 16 other states so far. 

Sierra Club does not take a position on HB 1970. This bill contains some provisions that are 
similar on the surface to community solar, but differs in several important respects. The biggest 
difference is that subscribers to "local solar" projects would not receive any credits to the 
distribution charges on their bill. Customers would therefore be paying a premium to subscribe 
to solar power, rather than potentially realizing bill savings. Most already have the ability to 
switch to solar retail providers. The low income residents who currently cannot would be unlikely 
to switch if it means paying a premium. Therefore, while we do not believe this bill would create 




