
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 

Otis 
August 17, 2020 

The Honorable Tim Hennessey 
PA House of Representatives 
Room 313 Main Capitol 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

The Honorable Mike Carroll 
PA House of Representatives 
Room 300 Main Capitol 
Harris burg, PA 1 7120 

MICHAEL A. CARROLL, P.E. 
Deputy Managing Director 
Office of Transportation, Infrastructure, & Sustainability 

1401 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 
Suite 1430 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-1683 

Re: August l81h & 191
h 2020 House Transportation Committee Hearings 

Dear Chairmen Hennessey and Carroll: 

I am writing to provide comments on the transportation funding legislation that will be discussed by the 
House Transportation Committee. This legislative package aims to address the serious problem of 
transportation funding in Pennsylvania, particularly transit funding. This is clearly a long-standing 
problem as identified by both the SE PA Partnership for Mobility and in CONNECT: Philadelphia's 
Strategic Transportation Plan. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has only magnified the importance of a well-funded and functioning mass 
transit system. This unforeseen public health catastrophe has severely impacted all sectors of society, 
including transit. During this pandemic Philadelphia relies on SEPTA to get essential workers to their 
jobs. COVID-19 will not change the fact that densely populated regions like the City of Philadelphia and 
its surrounding counties depend on efficient and affordable mass transit system as part of our economic 
recovery and growth. 

SEPT A is also experiencing serious unfunded state of good repair issues. Critical transit projects of 
priority to the City include: 

• Trolley Modernization 
• Full ADA accessibility on the rail system starting with the subway lines 
• Investing in buses and bus facilities 
• New Regional Rail car purchases 

The City of Philadelphia also is in dire need of increased highway funding to meet paving and traffic 
signal state of good repair priorities and address serious safety and climate challenges. The City of 
Philadelphia fully supports and applauds the House Transportation Committee's effort to consider a 
variety of state and regional funding solutions to meet our transit and transportation funding needs. 



Notably, House Bill 2068 expands the toolbox to enable Philadelphia and the Southeast region to meet 
regional and local needs in coordination with additional state funding. The City of Philadelphia supports 
this bill in particular. 

House Bill 2067, however, is problematic. COVID-19 has put an unanticipated and enormous strain on 
the City's budget due to lost tax revenue, forcing the City to make painful choices to close a $750 million 
gap through the end of Fiscal 2021. This bill would permanently divert money from the City's budget at a 
time when the City can least afford to lose revenue. While we appreciate the legislative effort to fund 
transit, we respectfully request the General Assembly to find solutions to the transportation funding crisis 
that do not endanger the many vital services provided by the City of Philadelphia or further strain the 
City's budget. By diverting funding away from the City (a host county to two casinos) to a regional 
transportation authority, this bill controverts the original legislative intent of the Local Share Account to 
confer benefits to the host counties. 

Notwithstanding our objections to HB 2067, the City of Philadelphia wholeheartedly supports the 
proposed transportation funding package under consideration by the Transportation Committee this week. 
I would like to thank you and your committee members for thoughtfully addressing this pressing issue. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Carroll, P.E. 
Deputy Managing Director 
Office of Transportation, Infrastructure, and Sustainability 

Cc: Rep. Martina White, Chair 
Transportation Sub Committee on Mass Transit 


