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Chairman Sonney, Chairman Roebuck, and Members of the Committee. 

We commend the Committee for its diligence to keep an ear to the ground to hear and 
observe relative to the arrival of another academic school year. 

In my testimony to the Committee of June 17, I provided insights into our Association and 
the work of our schools as we started the 2019-20 school year with our desired "Plan A" 
pedagogy and finished with "Plan B" pedagogy. As previously stated and illustrated, the 
students attending our schools experienced high academic expectations and success 
from March through June. 

In that same testimony I outlined how our schools are akin to the smaller community 
schools of the pre-consolidation days. Our families are deeply involved with their schools 
and are partnering with their schools. We are proceeding with plans for a robust 2020-
21 school year with students learning in their safety-conscious classrooms. We are not 
unconscious of the risks. However, everything we do in life has risks, and everything we 
do in year 2020 has risks with COVID-19. Balancing risks and benefits is not a new 
concept. In our schools, we are working to minimize and manage the risks because there 
are important benefits that accompany schooling. 

I invite your attention to a graphic from an outside source, Information Is Beautiful, that 
seeks to visually summarize data from primary sources. Copy attached . See endnote. 
Which of us in this public hearing has engaged in any, some, or several of the risks listed 
on this chart? Which of us actually lives in a totally risk-free bubble? 

Today I provide an update. I wish to briefly state three ways our state government could 
enhance the safe and effective schooling of our students for the upcoming school year. 

1. CONTINUE TO EMBRACE THE POLICY THAT LOCAL SCHOOLS ARE RESPONSIBLE TO DETERMINE 
HOW TO SAFEL y CONDUCT THEIR SCHOOL. We do not need a requirement from above 
that requires all schools to be a cookie-cutter copy of all others, and that includes the 
details of COVID-19 mitigation. Even within our Association, we have schools of 
diverse sizes, from diverse geographic locations, and utilizing diverse pedagogy. 

Additionally, respect the normalcy of expecting private schools to answer to their 
governing bodies and constituents. Whatever government officials choose to prioritize 
for the operation of governmental public schools for the 2020-21 school year, do so -
and stop there. Our individual school leadership teams have been active to 
understand how their parents and staff balance the conflicting priorities of risk and 
benefit. We are preparing to open and to serve. (We do recognize the need for 
unusual government actions in the face of issues like lawbreaking and serious public 
safety and public health dangers.) 



2. CAREFULLY WEIGH THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF OUR YOUNGER STUDENTS IF A "HOT SPOT" OR 
"SPIKE" OCCURS AND THERE IS THE PROSPECT OF CLOSING SCHOOLS. In schooling matters, 
younger students are often overshadowed by our society's attention to teen activities 
like sports, honor societies, science competitions, and graduations. We should not 
miss that the preponderance of thought has been that our youngest students are both 
at reduced risk and less contagious than older students and older populations. Future 
research will better inform us. However, there appears to be no debate that our 
youngest students are placed at far greater disadvantage outside the traditional 
classroom. The long-term impact has been identified by significant groups, including 
the American Academy of Pediatrics and the National Academy for Science, 
Engineering, and Medicine. The younger students need more structure. They benefit 
from trained teachers to learn crucially important reading skills. They are not old 
enough to be at home alone while parents go to work. The list is both practical and 
long. If, yes IF, some schools need to close, priority should be made to advise for the 
classrooms that serve our youngest students to remain open so that the known, 
harmful results of younger students missing school are bypassed. 

3. BE STEADFAST TO PROVIDE BUSSING TO THE STUDENTS WHO DESIRE THAT SAFETY-RELATED 
SERVICE. It is quite understandable that a blizzard will garage all busses serving all 
students without regard to where they attend. However, it is also well established that 
transportation is provided to students at private schools based upon the schedule and 
calendar of the private school. This transportation continues when the public schools 
decide to have a vacation day, an in-service day, and even a labor dispute. We have 
students who are scheduled to attend school five days a week for the school year. 
They deserve bussing, even if their local public school chooses to temporarily utilize 
hybrid or cyber methodology. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our insights into the topic of restarting schools 
this fall. I will be glad to answer questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theodore E. Clater 

Both the attached and additional charts from Information Is Beautiful are found at 
https://informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/covid-19-coronavirus-infographic
datapack/#activities. 
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