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The Honorable Clint Hackney 
House of Representatives 
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Austin. Texas 76769 

Dear Representative Hackney: 

. ., .. ·~ 2 1 15( 

April 16. 1987 

~u~ ~~~ ilo!ary nds prov1aed me wich a copy of H.C.R, 69, 
which you introduced in the Leqisla ture in order to have the 
Legislature rescind the petition by the 65th Legislature asking 
Conqress either to adopt a balanced budget amendment or to call 
a const'itutional co nve n tion for the pu.rpose of proposing such 
an amendment ~ I enthusiastically support you~ resolution. 

A balanced budqet is soinethinq devoutly to be wish.ed. I 
doubt very much. however. whether amending the Constitution is 
the way to qet it. I feel quite certain that even opening the 
door to the possibility of a constitutional convention would be 
a t:agedy for the country. 

We celebrate this year the Bicentennial of the Constitu
tion of the United States. For 200 years it has served us 
well. I st.art with a strong presumption against any amendment 
to it and with an absolutely conclusive belief that we should 
not have a constitutional convention. Your :esolution correct
ly says that scholarly leqal opinion is divided on the poten
tial scope of a constitutional convention's deliberations. I 
th ink that is a.n accurate statement. My o-wn belief, howevei:. 
is ""that a constitutional convention ·-cannot be con!ioed to a 
particular subject, and that anything it adopts and that · the 
states ratify will be valid and will take effect. We have only 
one precedent, the Convention in Philadelphia in 1787. It was 
summoned '"for the sole and express purpose of z:evising the 
Articles of Confederation and z:epoi:tinq to Congress and the 
several Legislatures such alterations and provisions thez:ein.'" 
From the very beginning it did not feel c:::::i.:ied by the call 
and qave us a totally new Constitution that completely replaced 
the Articles of Confederation. I see no reason to believe that 
a constitutional convention 200 years later could be more nar
rowly c:ircumsccibed. 
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We will have a balanced budqet when we h.ave a President 
and Coaqress wi~h the determination. to adopt such a budget. I 
hope that day comes soon, b~t I hope even more that the day 
never comes when the country is exposed to the divisiveness and 
the possible· untoward results of a constitutional convention. 

I h.ope you are successful :.in persuadinq your co·11eaques 
in the House and Senate to adopc H.C.R. 69. 

Sincerely, 
-· ., - I !' ' : /. I ... 
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Charles Alan Wriqht / 
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