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As you are aware, in 2014 the Virginia General Assembly passed Senate Bill 154 and 
House Bill 123 7, which permitted Sunday hunting under certain circumstances. With a few 
exceptions, Sunday hunting is now permitted for waterfowl and is also allowed for other species 
by private landowners, their families, or anyone with written permission from the landowner. 
Hunting of deer or bear with dogs while using a weapon is not pennitted on Sundays, and certain 
limitations pertaining to areas near places of worship and other restrictions were also included in 
the legislation. 

You have inquired as to the results of the implementation of the new Sunday hunting 
allowances in Virginia, as we have now had it in place for nearly two years. I can report to you 
that hunting on Sundays has gone well statewide. The Department elected to largely leave 
hunting seasons in place as they existed previously, and simply allow Sunday hunting as directed 
by the legislation. Bag limits were likewise left in place as they existed before. 

Sunday hunting has not had a detrimental impact upon our deer herd. So far, average 
deer harvests for Sundays more closely approximate the averages for weekdays, and are far less 
than Saturdays (approximately 50% of the average Saturday during both archery and 
muzzleloader seasons, and roughly 20% of the average Saturday during general firearms season). 
While some had feared that the addition of another day of hunting to the week could lead to an 
unacceptably high deer harvest, that has not been our experience. Turkey harvests on Sundays 
have also closely approximated weekday averages. 

Another concern of some related to Sunday hunting had been whether it might pose an 
undue burden upon our law enforcement officers. Again, to date, those fears have not been 
realized. Similar to harvest statistics, the number of hunting-related calls to our law enforcement 
dispatch on Sunday's number similarly to the average weekday, increasing only a modest 

7870 Villa Park Drive, Ste 400, P.O. Box 90778, Henrico, VA 23228-0778 
(804) 367-1000 (Vfl'DD) Equal Opportunity Employment, Programs and Facilities 



Bee Frederick 
Southeastern States Manager 
Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation 
April 15, 2016 
Page2 

amount over the number of calls that were received on Sundays before hunting was allowed. 
Hunting-related arrests trend similarly. 

In sum, I can say that Virginia's experience so far with Sunday hunting is that of 
additional opportunities for sportsmen and women in the field without unacceptable impacts 
upon our wildlife resources, notable increases in citizen complaints, or other serious law 
enforcement concerns. We look forward to the coming seasons and to our hunters continuing to 
have this additional day available to them. 

RWD/RJB 

Sincerely, 

Robert W. Duncan 
Executive Director 
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