Good Morning and thank-you for the opportunity to speak with all of you today. We
have all heard that back in the 1970's, there was over 300,000 volunteers and today
there is around 30,000.

We have all heard that emergency services across our

Commonwealth and our nation are struggling financially to survive. And, we have
all heard how difficult it is to recruit new members because of the responsibilities
to not only respond on emergencies, but to train and to raise funds for the
organization to survive. There has been dialogue after dialogue regarding who is
responsible; and, there have been many ideas floated around on how and who can
fix it. It falls under the old saying "kick the tin can down the road" until we see how
bad it gets; or "pass the buck" for the next guys to fix . President Harry S. Truman
described his administration as the one responsible during his time in office and
stated, "the buck stops here!"

If we keep passing the buck, the problem will

continue to get worst, or we can start working together. Although overdue, the
time is now to roll up our sleeves and get to work. The Fire Service has lived on
tradition, but some things need to change to continue to live.
I have been involved in public safety for the past 33 years. I have dedicated my duty
within the fire service, Emergency Medical Service, dispatching for local and state
police and currently serving as the County Emergency Management Coordinator, a
position that I have held for the past fifteen years. I am a Honorably Discharged
member of the Pennsylvania Army National Guard, serving 10 years as a Combat
Engineer with the former g75th Engineering Battalion, a unit under the 2gth Infantry
Division. I have seen a lot of death and destruction over the years, as well as many

changes on how emergency services must be delivered today, mostly in part
because of regulator changes and demands from the public.
As we discuss House Bill 759 today, this important piece of legislation is crucial for
the survival of emergency services. As my colleagues today will give you estimated
costs of response, let me describe to you the situation in another way. Interstate

80 dissects Jefferson County's rolling hills and valleys. It is one of the most curved
roads throughout the region bringing us all kinds of emergency situations from
vehicle accidents, fires, hazardous material incidents, and medical emergencies for
example; only to be compounded once hazardous weather strikes from
summertime storms to winter weather whiteouts.

When you look at the

stakeholders that must respond to these incidents; State Police, Emergency Medical
Services to include Air medical, Penn DOT, County Emergency Management Services,
DEP, the towing services as well as the fire service, only one element of these
agencies is not getting paid. Our fire departments. These incidents can be complex,
and span 10 to 12 hours in duration depending on the situation.
There are several municipalities within our county that do provide their fire
departments with a dedicated fire tax, as well as donations to support their
operations. But there are many that do not. Most believe this is a "free" service, it
is nowhere near "free." Volunteer Fire Departments must rely on fund raisers,
selling raffle tickets, sending out donation letters and community events just to keep
the doors open. All of these actions cost money and time to accomplish. And with
the reduction in ranks of volunteers, the remaining volunteers struggle to do all of
this while responding to the calls for help every second of the day.

House Bill 759 gives these emergency service organizations the opportunity to
recoup actual and reasonable response costs. Having oversite of this through the
State Fire Commissioner's office and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management
Agency is vital to not only protect the public at large, but to protect our dedicated
first responders in the performance of their duties.

I ask you to support this

important piece of legislation, but not to stop here. There are many other important
issues that affect public safety within the Commonwealth that need to be
addressed. I implore you to look at all these issues so we don't keep "kicking the
can down the road" or "passing the buck." I thank-you for the opportunity to
address this chamber in support of my colleagues within the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

Mr. Tracy Zents, Director
Jefferson County Department of Emergency Services

