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Thank you Chairmen Hennessey and Carroll and members of this Committee. We
appreciate the opportunity to testify before you today. During our testimony, we plan
on discussing how Automatic License Plate Readers (ALPRs) work, how we and our
colleagues have used them, some of the many successful cases stemming from our use
of ALPRs, and ultimately recommendations on what to include in legislation. We also
want to note our support for Representative Jozwiak’s legislation, HB 1509, regarding
license plate registration stickers.

ALPRs read license plate characters. ALPRs can be mounted on cars or stationary
objects like signs or overpasses. The data is then stored in a database. The data can be
compared to plate numbers which may have already been deemed of interest because,
for example, they may belong to a perpetrator of a serious crime. ALPRs cannot
instantly provide an officer with the vehicle owner’s home address, phone number,
personal security information or other private information about the owner.

ALPRs help support law enforcement efforts to investigate a wide variety of criminal
activity, including recovering stolen vehicles and other property, locating missing
individuals, apprehending murderers and child molesters, and assisting domestic
violence cases. Data from ALPRs provides strong and solid investigate leads, allowing
police to locate and identify suspects, witnesses, and victims, and to identify vehicles
used in an area near where the offense occurred. The information is particularly helpful
when law enforcement is attempting to identify an individual at a specific crime scene
location. The ALPR may very well provide the only way to identify the criminal. In cases
involving a child abduction, the ALPR may literally be the difference between life and
death.

The importance of ALPRs can best be explained by focusing on specific examples of how
they have helped to solve crimes. In Washington County, by way of example, ALPRs
have helped with the arrest of burglars, of an individual for homicide by vehicle, a
person who skimmed thousands of dollars from an ATM, and an outlaw motorcycle
gang whose members have since been charged with the attempted murder of a man.

In June, a suspect was arrested in Queens for fatally shooting his girlfriend in the head
and then dumping her body in Middle Smithfield Township. An ALPR revealed that the
arrested individual had crossed the Verrazano Bridge. Police set up further alerts on the
vehicle. Three days later, his plate hit in Queens, which helped to
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reveal where he was staying. He was subsequently arrested for homicide. Without an
ALPR, this murderer might very well be out on the streets, posing a danger to anyone he
encountered.

Another mass shooting even may have been averted at Temple University just weeks
ago thanks to an ALPR. Days before the massacre at a Walmart in El Paso, an individual
in Bucks County made threats against Temple University while purchasing 5 boxes of
ammunition. He had also been to various other Walmarts, where he bought knives,
small cylinder propane bottles, and binoculars. Through the Walmart video surveillance,
law enforcement was able to get the license plate from this individual’s vehicle. It was
registered to an address over an hour away from the Walmart where he purchased the
ammunition. Through the ALPR, law enforcement quickly located his vehicle consistently
at one location not far from the Bucks County Walmart and safely apprehended him
before anything serious occurred. Without an ALPR, it could have taken days, weeks,
even months to locate this dangerous individual.

In Montgomery County, an autistic man agreed to drive an individual home, but that
individual ultimately stole his car at knife-point. Thanks in large part to a subsequent hit
from an ALPR on that vehicle, the perpetrator was ultimately apprehended.

In Lehigh County, ALPRs have helped with a considerable number of investigations. In
one case, an ALPR was crucial in solving a homicide, as it refuted a claim by the assailant
that he was not in the vicinity of the homicide. In other cases, many stolen cars have
been recovered. ALPRs have also allowed law enforcement to remove illegal guns and
drugs from those driving with expired or suspended registration—which no doubt
helped to prevent many violent crimes.

Allegheny County law enforcement has helped to solve homicides and robberies in
different areas of the County as a result of ALPRs. Consider also that following the Tree
of Life shooting last October, ALPRs were able to track the defendant’s vehicle just days
before the shooting to a gun practice range and that his car was in the vicinity of 5 other
Jewish centers prior to the massacre. This has proven to be important information.

Police in Chester County have used ALPRs to track down murder suspects as well.

Last year, ALPR data helped in the apprehension of a suspect in a $1.2 million skimming
scheme in Franklin and Cumberland Counties, as well as in Maryland and Virginia.
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Consider these two examples from Seattle Police:

o Police obtained a partial plate and a description of the car in a drive-by-
shooting with three innocent victims. Police ran several partial plate
searches and found one in the ALPR system that had been in the area of the
shooting at the time. The vehicle matched the description and led to
identification of the vehicle and ultimately to the arrest of the shooting
suspects.

o A victim at a charity-operated homeless shelter was threatened and nearly
stabbed by an individual who was known only by his first name. The victim
reported that the suspect had stabbed people before, was extremely
violent, and had left the scene in an agitated state. The victim was able to
provide a partial license plate, which with other description information,
enabled police to use the ALPR database to determine the car was routinely
parked under a nearby overpass in the middle of the night. Police then
located the vehicle and the suspect before he hurt anyone else.

In 2007, in Roseville, CA, a 76-year-old man was killed in a hit-and-run incident.
Witnesses were able to capture a partial license plate number of the car, which was
provided to law enforcement. Equipped with this information, police used their ALPR
system to query the partial plate and the location of the hit within a 10-mile radius. The
image results allowed law enforcement to find the full license plate number, and
eventually the location of the suspect. This information led to a hit-and-run felony
arrest.

There are far more examples in other states, too. These include the capture of a serial
bank robber in Colorado, a murder suspect in South Carolina, a double murder in
Louisiana, a child abductor in Texas, and stolen vehicles in North Carolina. Many more
examples are included in the attached, from the International Chiefs of Police.

We understand the need to ensure that the data is used by law enforcement officials or
their employees for only appropriate and legitimate purposes and that such information
be disclosed or shared only for the same purposes. We believe that legislation should
allow law enforcement use of the data “for legitimate law enforcement purposes.”
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Moreover, language requiring audits is appropriate, as would be language that provided
that when the system is accessed, such use is documented. Other criminal justice
databases have such a requirement.

With regard to retention of data, it is vitally important that we be permitted to keep the
data indefinitely so long as it is related to or being used in a case or investigation.
Moreover, if the data was used in a prosecution, we must keep it until after all the
appeals periods have passed and the judgment is final. By contrast, if the data does not
fall into one of these categories, requiring its removal would be appropriate.
Jurisdictions differ in terms of how long such data can be kept. We believe that allowing
the retention of data for at least one year would be reasonable. Crimes are not solved
instantaneously, investigations take time, crimes are not always reported immediately
(especially sexual assaults). Providing a retention of less than one year could hinder
some very serious cases.

The PDAA also supports HB 1509, the legislation to require that registration stickers be
placed on license plates. Stickers help show whether a car is properly registered,
inspected, and insured. Streamlining the entire process in the manner that
Representative Jozwiak has proposed makes sense both as a matter of public safety and
as a matter of operational efficiency.

Thank you again for holding this important hearing and considering our views.



News Stories about Law Enforcement ALPR Successes
September 2017 - September, 2018

The following links are recent news stories from around the United States about specific cases where law
enforcement used ALPR alerts and historical ALPR data to generate investigative leads and solve crimes.
These are only some of the public stories (many more successful leads are generated every day), and
these stories are only from the year. Countless successes like these have been achieved over more than
a decade of law enforcement use of ALPR technology. The success of ALPR technology and data in
protecting public safety and bringing criminals to justice could not be more clear.

Hlstorlcal ALPR data helps Colorado law enforcement arrest serlal bank robber suspect

Historical ALPR data leads to Florida woman'’s arrest for using 6-year-old child to steal packages
from porches

murder

Hlstorlcal ALPR data provudes key evudence in Louusrana double murder case

ALPR data helps in apprehension of suspect in $1.2 million ATM skimming scheme in Maryland,
Pennsylvanla, and Virginia

Historical ALPR data leads to arrest of suspect in fatal hit-and-run in Sacramento, California

httos:/f : : local/cri : 309774 hirn|

ALPR alert in Connecticut Ieads to arrest of New York Clty murder suspect
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Historical ALPR data provides key evidence in Louisiana murder case involving former NFL
runmng back

Federal District Court in Nevada reaffirms no privacy expectation in ALPR data, upholds law
enforcement use of commercial ALPR data to generate investigative leads and solve crimes

http:/thenewspaper.com/rlc/docs/2018/us-alprok.pdf

Kentucky Supreme Court reaffirms no privacy expectation in ALPR data, upholds law enforcement
use of ALPR systems to protect public safety

ALPR alert for suspended vehicle registration leads to arrest of rape suspect in Georgia

Hlstorlcal ALPR data provides clues in Washmgton, DC murder mystery
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ALPR alert leads to arrest of Louisiana man wanted on muitiple charges including domestic
assault and cruelty to juveniles
. b = r il =

Stolen Ferrari recovered in Florida thanks to ALPR technology

Washington, DC nun held at gunpoint, vehicle stolen; suspect apprehended thanks to ALPR
technology

Historical ALPR data used to crack case of stolen credit cards in Louisiana
| i ; / el h

Suspect in Florlda drlve-by shootlng taken into custody thanks to ALPR detectlon
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Historical ALPR data helps apprehend home invasion and aggravated assault suspect in Florida
who held three chlldren at gunpoint

vehlcle

Historical ALPR data leads to larceny plea by retired New York police officer
l . silive. i 2018/08/retired [ island

Northern Vlrglnla ALPR detection Ieads to recovery of two stolen vehlcles

ALPR hotlist detection leads to arrest of suspect in hit-and-run death in southeast Florida
w-licen - - logy-wor

Indlana “Blue Net” ALPR detection results in arrest of stolen vehicle suspects
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