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Chairman Marshall, Chairman Conklin and Members of the Gaming Oversight Committee, on
behalf of the Alzheimer's Association, please accept this written testimony to convey our
organization's concern over the impact games of skill will have on Pennsylvania Lottery Fund
revenues and as a result, on senior programs funded by the Lottery Fund that provide services
and supports for those living with Alzheimer's disease and related dementia (ADRD) and the
people caring for them.
The number of Pennsylvanians living with Alzheimer's and other dementia continues to rise at a
steady rate, largely because the Baby Boomer Generation has reached the age when the risk of
developing Alzheimer's significantly increases. Currently there are more than 400,000
Pennsylvanians living with ADRD, with 676,000 caregivers providing 777,000,000 hours of
unpaid care (estimated value of over $9.73 billion) in Pennsylvania alone. Even more
concerning are projections that indicate the number of Pennsylvanians living with the disease
will increase 14.3% by 2025. This is an important concept to underscore given that Alzheimer's
and other dementias span across a wide care continuum and the level and type of care needed
for those living with the disease require increasing support as cognitive, behavioral, and
physical functioning worsens over time (see Appendix 1).
Home and community-based services (HCBS) occupy a growing portion of the care continuum
needed for people living with Alzheimer's disease and other dementia. These services fall under
the broader category of long-term services and supports (LTSS) funded primarily through
Medicaid. Long-term services and supports includes extended care in settings like skilled
nursing facilities , long-term care hospitals and nursing homes, in addition to the care options
considered as HCBS, such as respite care, in-home services, adult day centers and
transportation services, all of which are vital programs funded through the PA Lottery Fund.
People with Alzheimer's live an average of four to eight years after diagnosis, though some live
up to 20 years after diagnosis.The primary goal of HCBS is to enable people living with ADRD
to stay in their homes and active in their communities for as long as possible and those living
with the disease rely on these services to do so. Approximately 70% of older adults with
Alzheimer's and other dementia live in the community. As previously noted, the progressive
nature of Alzheimer's demands different types of care throughout the different stages of the
disease. While nursing homes and other inpatient facilities play a vital role in the later stages,
services performed in the home and community may be more appropriate - and more
cost-effective - for the earlier and middle stages of the disease and those with younger-onset
Alzheimer's (in some cases as young as 40 years old).
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With the number of older Pennsylvanians and those diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease
projected to increase exponentially in the foreseeable future, any threat to revenue streams that
currently fund services and supports to those living with the disease and their families are of
grave concern to the Alzheimer's Association. Access to HCBS improve the quality of life for
individuals and families affected by dementia, reduces costs for state governments by
eliminating or delaying nursing home placement, and reduces the financial and emotional
burden on families and those caring for them.
The Alzheimer's Association thanks the House Gaming Oversight Committee for the opportunity
to provide written testimony on the impact games of skill have on those living with ADRD and
their caregivers through the vital senior programs and services offered through PA Lottery Fund.
We look forward to working with Chairman Marshall, Chairman Conklin and other members of
the House Gaming Oversight Committee on this important issue, and others that arise in the
future.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jen Ebersole, Director of State Government Affairs
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APPENDIX 1: Care Needs Across the Alzheimer's Continuum

Pre-Clinical

Mild Cognitive
Impairment
(MCI)
&
Early
Stage

Mid Stage

Late Stage

- Access to early detection and diagnosis services and referrals to
appropriate providers
- Caregiving public awareness and education
- Advanced Care Planning and financial planning
- Assessments (functional, behavioral, cognitive)
- Caregiving public awareness and education
- Initial caregiver assessment
- Referrals to community services and supports
- Home safety assessment
- Development of Individualized Care Plan
- Identification of those who live alone and referrals to
resources/services
- Dementia-capable transportation services
- Dementia-capable training for HCBS providers
- Financial planning
- Ongoing assessments
- Dementia-capable transportation services
- Caregiving public awareness and education
- Dementia-capable training for HCBS providers
- Home safety assessment and needs-based modification assistance
- Designated respite beds at assisted living facilities, hospitals, nursing
homes (for emergency and/or weekend use)
- Ongoing review and modification of individualized care plan
- Advanced Care Planning and financial planning
- Access to adult day services and other respite services
- Financial assessment
- Dementia-capable training for residential care staff
- Designated respite beds at assisted living facilities, hospitals, nursing
homes (for emergency and/or weekend use)
- Palliative and hospice care education

