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Pennsylvania Voters Oppose Ban on Skill Game Machines; 
Data Shows No Impact on Lottery 

A majority of Pennsylvania voters (563) oppose a ban on skill game machines; just 3-in- l 0 support such a 
measure. Opposition holds across partisan lines as majorities of both Republicans (563) and Democrats 
(583) oppose a ban. 

0 

Ban on Skill Game Machines 
Q. The state legislature is considering a proposal to effectively ban skill game machines in 

Pennsylvania by placing them under the same definition as slot machines. Skill game machines differ 
from slat machines because the outc 
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In contrast, a majority of voters support a regulatory compromise on skill games providing additional 
revenue to the state. Voters who specifically oppose the ban on skill games are in support of the 
regulatory compromise (523). 
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Regulate & Tax Skill Games 
Q. As a compromise, some have proposed applying reasonable regulations and taxes to the 

Pennsylvania Skill Games in order to further legitimize them and provide additional revenue to the 
state. Do you favor or oppose this proposa 
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When presented with the two competing views, voters see a distinction between Skill Game Machines 
and traditional slot machines by a 2-to- l ratio. 
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Same as Slot Machines? 
Q. Please tell me which statement comes closest to your opinion: (A} Skill game machines are 

essentially the same as slot machines. These are gambling devices where a player inserts cash to win 
a cash prize, and the machines physic 
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Impact on Lottery 
(Asked only of self-identified PA Lottery players) 
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• Same as slot 
machines 

• Not the same 
as slot 
machines 

Q. If skill game machines were more readily available in Pennsylvania, 
would you continue to play the Pennsylvania Lottery, or would you 

stop playing the lottery and switch to skill game 

Just 13 of Pennsylvania Lottery 
players say they would stop playing 
the Lottery should skill game 
machines become more readily 
available. Those who play the 
lottery frequently are even more 
likely (753) to say they would 
continue playing the lottery. 

11 Continue playing the lottery 

• Switch to skill games 

•Play both 

• Unsure/Refused 

693 of PA lottery players will 
continue to play the Lottery and 
another 213 will play both skill 
game machines and the Lottery. 

METHODOLOGY: The sample size for the survey is 609 likely voters in Pennsylvania and the margin of error is +/-3.97%. 
Responses were gathered via landline and mobile telephone interviews conducted by live callers at a professional 
call center. The survey was conducted May 28 - 30, 2019 by Harper Polling. The total percentages of responses may 
not equal l 00% due to rounding. 



Nicole Miele, Director of Charitable Giving 

How to Apply 
If you are a customer who would like Pennsylvania Skill Charitable Giving to support 

a charity, cause or non-profit organization, please visit www.mielemfg.com/community-giving and 
complete the application. 

Pennsylvania Charitable Skill is on pace to deliver over 
$500,000 in charitable contributions in first year of operation. 



Donations have been made to: 
Folds of Honor - Charity to provide scholarships for the children of fallen soldiers 
Moose Charities 
Alize Johnson Foundation 
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank 
Bellwood-Antis Public Library 
Blair County Public Library System 
Altoona Public Library System 
Tyrone Snyder Public Library 
Garnett Valley Ice Hockey Program 
Watsontown Historical Association 
The Veterans Group - Provides housing for homeless veterans for Philadelphia\ 
The Meadows Senior Community 
Fiorenza's Food for Friends - Connects food sources to recipients in need in Chester County 
Keystone Elk Alliance -Assists the organization that operates/manages the Elk County Visitor Center 
Royalton Senior Center 
St. John Neumann Mini-Thon 
Salvation Army Amazing Race 
Royalton Emergency Services 
Loyalsock Little League 
Hummelstown Fire Department 
Girls on the Run 
Camp Victory -Assists Special Needs Children 
Humane Society of Harrisburg 
Free Fall Energy Park -A hangout and hub for youth mentorship 
Lycoming SPCA - Helps to find homes for area dogs and cats 
Ronald McDonald House - Philadelphia 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 
Salvation Army, Coal Township Kettle Campaign 
WTAE & Salvation Army's Bundle Up Program 
Make-A-Wish Greater Pittsburgh and West Virginia 
Ronald McDonald House of Danville 
Saving Lives for Zachary 
Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh 
Sherman Foundation - Supports Treatment for Opioid and PTSD 
Salvation Army of Western Pennsylvania 
Lower Paxton Panthers 
Bethany Village 
Central Penn Crusaders 
EP Elite Baseball 
PWP Foundation - Supports summer programs for youth in Hummelstown 
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STATEMENT OF AARP PENNSYLVANIA 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written comments to the House Gaming Oversight Committee 
on behalf of AARP regarding the impact that illegal games of skill have on revenues generated from the 
Pennsylvania Lottery. 

As an organization with over 37 million members nationwide, including 1.8 million Pennsylvanians, AARP 
has little expertise on the operation of state lottery systems or other forms of gaming. But many of our 
members are among the more than 2 million older Pennsylvanians who are eligible for benefits funded 
by revenues from the Pennsylvania lottery. These prescription drug benefits, property tax and rent 
rebates, transportation services, and home and community based care programs are critical to many 
individuals and their families across the Commonwealth. Because of this, AARP takes threats to the 
revenue generated by the lottery very seriously. 

Lottery officials believe that up to $95 million in revenues from the lottery may be lost because of the 
presence of illegal games of skill in locations where lottery terminals are also present. Beyond the fact 
that these games of skill are operating illegally under Pennsylvania law, such an impact on the lottery is 
severe. We know that lottery-funded programs are already stretched thin - many Areas on Aging across 
Pennsylvania have waiting lists for services funded by lottery dollars. The demographic challenge that 
Pennsylvania faces in the coming years means these programs will be asked to serve a growing number 
of older Pennsylvanians. 

Programs funded by lottery revenues not only benefit those eligible for these services, but all 
Pennsylvania taxpayers. Older Pennsylvanians participating in lottery-funded programs are much more 
likely to remain active in their homes and communities without the need for Medicaid long-term 
services and supports. Medicaid costs for older Pennsylvanians are increasing rapidly, and these 
taxpayer-funded services make up a growing proportion of the General Fund budget. Without greater 
use of the innovative programs funded by the lottery, Medicaid expenses are at risk of spiraling out of 
control over the next few years. 

AARP believes programs for older Pennsylvanians funded by the lottery are critical to the 
Commonwealth's future and illegal threats to this funding must be addressed. We strongly support 
action by the General Assembly to ensure that illegal games of skill no longer pose a threat to lottery 
sales. 




