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Thank you Chairpersons Boback and Petrarca and Members of the Children and Youth
Committee for the opportunity to provide testimony on the important issue of older youth
permanency. I am the Senior Manager of Program and Policy at the Juvenile Law Center. We
are the first non-profit public interest law firm for children in the country. Juvenile Law Center
advocates for youth in the child welfare and justice systems. We fight for children in these
systems by using an array of strategies which include litigation, appellate advocacy, submission
of amicus briefs, policy reform, public education, training, consulting and strategic
communications.
At Juvenile Law Center we are also work directly with young people who have been impacted by
these systems to develop policy strategies and push for system reform. We do this through our
Youth Advocacy Program. Founded in 2008, Juvenile Law Center's Youth Advocacy Program
has prepared young people ages 15-22 to lead advocacy and policy reform efforts in their local
communities and beyond.
Our Youth Advocacy Program is made up of two projects, Juveniles for Justice, which is a
project that works with young people who have current or former involvement in the juvenile
justice system and Youth Fostering Change (YFC) for youth who are currently or formerly
involved in the child welfare system. Today you will hear from current youth advocates from
Youth Fostering Change, Anthony, Keema, and Alexis. Our advocates use their lived
experience and expertise about the child welfare system to make change and are the best suited
to testify to you all today about improving permanency outcomes for youth in the child welfare
system.
In our program, youth advocates develop leadership skills, political knowledge, communication
and storytelling skills, and a sense of community. By sharing their personal experiences, youth
advocates affect policy change through advocacy, media outreach, and public education. Youth
advocates determine a strategy to address an issue they have identified as important to them.
They develop policy recommendations and a campaign to raise awareness about the issue and
their work. Past projects have addressed issues such as: access to higher education for youth in
foster care, poor treatment in placements and facilities, and involvement in planning and in court.
Last year, Youth Fostering Change focused on the issue of permanency or family for older
youth. In a moment, I will lead our youth advocates in a presentation to you on this issue.
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It may come as a shock to you that nationally, each year about 20,000 youth age out of the foster
care system without any permanent family connections. Many of these young people will leave
the system and will face challenges with homelessness, gaining willful employment, and
continuing to access supportive resources, and overall face challenges to sustaining and
supporting themselves. In the state of Pennsylvania, 33% or 8,639 of Pennsylvania's foster youth
are transitioned aged youth, this means aged 14-21 of these youth 49% are in group care or
institutions and 49% age out of care without any permanent connections to a family. 37%
experience homelessness or unstable housing after leaving care. These numbers should be
unacceptable in our state.
As someone who cares about young people, and works in this field it behooves me to say that we
not only have an opportunity to improve the lives of children and youth but we have an
obligation to collectively take action to implement law, policies, and practices that will increase
family connections, and connect young people to permanent loving, supportive families. We
must-ensure that not one youth ages out of care without the support of family and permanent
connections.
I thank you all again for having us here today and hope that when you hear the testimony of
Anthony, Keema and Alexis that you are not just moved by their stories but are motivated to take
on their recommendations for change. I have the privilege to work closely with these young
people to do truly transformative work. Anthony, Keema and Alexis are some of my best
partners in strategically and thoughtfully thinking about how existing laws, and policies can be
used, or new ones created to drastically change the experiences of all young people in the child
welfare system. They work tirelessly to push for system reform, using their own stories as a
catalyst for change to ensure that other youth with experience in the child welfare system are
loved, supported, and grow up happy and healthy adults. I hope that you will continue this work
with us to ensure that every child leaves the foster care system to a family where they are treated
with dignity, love and care for a lifetime.
Thank you.
Submitted by: Marcia Hopkins, Juvenile law Center, mhopkin @ ilc.org, 215-609-9876 ext. 119

2

