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Thank you Chairman Hennessey, Chairman Carroll, and 

members of the House Transportation Committee for allowing 

me to share my perspective on House Bill 631. 

As you know, this proposed legislation is co-sponsored by my 

good friend Rep Greg Rothman and myself. 

As co-sponsors, our legislation would allow for the use of 

electric, low-speed scooters or E-Scooters on Pennsylvania 

roadways and sidewalks, just as we do now with bicycles and 

electric assist bicycles. 

These E-Scooters are small electric or human powered vehicles 

with two or three wheels, handlebars and a floorboard that can 

be stood upon while riding. Most weigh less than 100 pounds 

and go no more than 20 miles per hour on level ground./ n::J~:::;du 
These scooters can provide an innovative, flexible, and low-cost t-~~( 
transportation service to millions of Pennsylvanians. They can 

help relieve traffic congestion, while simultaneously reducing 

pollution and stress by reducing car trips and increasing access 

to public transit. 

Because these devices travel at low speeds and weigh less than 

100 pounds, states across the country have incorporated E

Scooters into their motor vehicle codes by regulating them like 
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bicycles. However, and In my opinion, PA is quickly falling 

behind our neighboring states that have already embraced this 

next generation of transportation. 

On March 26, I participated in a demonstration of Lime and Bird 

brand e-scooters where Rep Rothman, myself and others were 

able to ride them ourselves on the street, right outside the 

Capitol, and even though it was the first time since I was a child 

that I rode on a scooter, I have to admit, It was like I've been 

riding a scooter all my life. I want to be clear, I recognize that 

each of us have certain skill levels and that it may not be as 

easy for others. I do not want to downplay the fact, that 

traveling by any means in and of itself, has it's challenges and I 

'm sure that others will speak to that point; but I have come to 

believe that these e-scooters could bring about a wealth of 

benefits to Pennsylvanians, especially those struggling with cost 

effective and convenient transportation needs. 

Other benefits as I previously mentioned, include decreased 

road congestion, deceased pollution, and cheaper 

transportation alternatives. E-Scooters are ideal for college 

students, tourists, and commuters, especially those who have 

to travel short distances. 

I believe that citizens are better off having this option available 

to them, and the freedom to choose what mode of 

transportation they wish to use. 

2 



I would urge city administrators in Pennsylvania to look at other 

cities for examples of how overregulation can get out of control 

and find a balance to ensure safety and access. 

And for those with safety concerns, note that a recent 

Washington Post report on the first recorded scooter death in 

D.C. was at the same time as 25 other transportation fatalities 

in the same year. This included nine pedestrians on foot, five 

motorcyclists, three bicyclists, and seven car passengers. My 

point being, these are just as safe if not safer than any other 

mode of transportation currently used on our roadways. 

Most importantly, the government should not decide how you 

get to work or visit your family. Pennsylvanians deserve the 

freedom to choose any mode of transportation they believe is 

most efficient for them. 

Thank you Chairmen and thank you to my fellow members for 

your time. 
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