
ABC SUPPORTS HOUSE BILL 349 

Bill Summary 
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Pennsylvania 

House Bill 349 amends the Pennsylvania Construction Code Act (Act 45 of 1999) to require 
municipalities that self-enforce the Uniform Construction Code through contractual agreements 
with third-party agencies to make available additional opportunities to applicants. The current 
requirement is one or more agencies. 

ABC Position 

ABC supports House Bill 349 for the reasons listed below. We ask that you vote in support 
of the legislation. 

• Increases efficiency in the inspection process. While municipalities maintain the right 
to supplement in-house code inspection staff with outside third-party code inspection 
agencies, they may also wholly contract with third-party agencies to provide inspection 
options to applicants. Providing these options to applicants allows for improved, ongoing 
relationships between inspectors and potential permittees, saving time and money. These 
factors would not only decrease construction schedules, but also save taxpayer dollars by 
improving the inspection process. 

• Provides recourse for potential violations of the inspection process. HB 349 would 
require the Department of Labor & Industry to develop and maintain a system by which 
applicants could file timely complaints related to code inspection agencies and 
individuals. Currently, the Department maintains no such opportunity, leaving applicants 
facing abuse little recourse. 
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March 18, 2019 

Hon . Jim Cox 
209 Ryan Office Bui I cling 
PO Box 202 J 29 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2129 

Dear Representative Cox: 

1 15 E. 9th Street 
Shoemakersville, PA 19555 

As a representative of Shoemakersville Borough, I am asking you to oppose House Bill 349. 

House Bill 349 will be devastating to local government as it will add an additional layer of administration 
and expense on the municipal level as well as compromise the integrity of the inspections. This is yet 
another unfunded mandate that will cause more hours and more expense to administer this program at our 
local level. Currently, if a municipality decides to appoint multiple third party agencies to administer 
building codes, they may do so. We already have the opportunity to do what this bill mandates, if we so 
choose. This mandate is unnecessary and is taking away the choice of local government. 

Respectfully, 

Council President 
Shoemakersville Borough 




