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Good morning Representative DiGirolamo, Representative Cruz and members of the
Committee.
My name is Deb Beck and I am here representing the Drug and Alcohol Service
Providers Organization of Pennsylvania. DASPOP is a statewide coalition of drug and
alcohol abuse prevention, education and addiction treatment programs, practitioners,
employee assistance programs and drug and alcohol associations. Our members represent .
the full continuum of services, including prevention, education, hospital and non-hospital
detoxification and rehabilitation, outpatient, intensive outpatient and halfway houses.
We deeply appreciate the work of all of Pennsylvania's first responders and
emergency medical personnel who work so hard in all of our counties to save lives on a
daily basis.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB424 and thank you Representative
Heffley for your continued interest in this devastating problem. The bill's emphasis on
overdose survivors is vitally important to 1in4 families in our communities that are
struggling with an addicted loved one. (5,456 Pennsylvanians died in 2017)
There are two provisions of HR424 that we think are just imperative. First is the
provision of the bill that would make overdose survivors a priority population under the
federal Substance Abuse Prevention & Treatment Block Grant fund. This will help ensure
that funding is available to provide addiction treatment after the overdose has been
reversed and the life saved. Second, the state should eliminate all preauthorization
requirements that hinder admission to treatment. These preauthorization requirements
should be eliminated for both commercial insurance and publicly funded patients.
We do, however, have a major concern - it is not a new one. Overdose survivors by
definition are fragile and most will need extensive treatment following hospital
stabilization and detoxification. They are likely to need residential treatment followed by
extensive outpatient services and halfway houses - all licensed by the Department of Drug
and Alcohol Programs. Although life-saving, neither detoxification or stabilization is
treatment for addiction . In fact, many individuals who overdose will simply not survive if
we fail to provide the full continuum of treatment.
After the person is detoxified and ready to go to treatment, beds must be available.
For this reason, we endorse Representative Gregory's resolution calling for the
Repurposing of Unused State Property for Addiction Treatment and Recovery.

There are many other things that could be done here to address the overdose crisis
including elimination of administrative burdens that block admissions to treatment. In
addition, insurers should be required to notify subscribers of the addiction treatment
coverage available to them in their plans and how to access that treatment.
Worried about the cost of providing all of this intervention and treatment? There is
extensive research available on the cost of untreated alcohol and drug addiction to the
nation. In fact, the cost of untreated addiction has been studied many times over the
years. In summary, here is what the research tells us. Untreated alcohol and drug
problems costs the nation a minimum of $428 billion a year in just the easy to quantify
measures. (National Institute of Drug Abuse)
On the other hand, research on treatment of addiction demonstrates that it is
always cost beneficial and that the costs of treatment are more than offset in savings in
health care, the workplace and the criminal justice system.
Thank you for your time.
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