
Hello my name is David Massaro President of Massaro Properties LLC, a real estate development 
and brokerage company.  I am also owner/partner in Massacre Corporation a general 
construction firm.  We have been in business in Western PA since 1967.   

Running a business is Western PA from a local and business taxation standpoint has become 
increasing difficult to track tax rates in the 130+ municipalities in Allegheny County. 

When cost estimating general construction work in different areas Pennsylvania, we need to 
know and understand the different tax rates in each municipality and the City of Pittsburgh.  
These taxes vary between the individual municipalities and the City of Pittsburgh.  Once we 
calculate the taxation rates, we pass this cost along to our customers which in turn increase 
their cost to do business.  Its take time and money for our internal staff to make sure we have 
right taxation rates prepare paperwork and submit to municipality. 

Our business environment would be much easier if we had a flat tax across all municipalities and 
City of Pittsburgh so we know exactly what our taxes will be to do business across Western PA 
and City of Pittsburgh.   

When we work with out of state clients they are astonished at the complexity and amount of 
time/effort/cost it take research, calculate and track local taxes.  I can only assume by their 
astonishment, it’s a much less complex tax system in their state? 

We can do work in one municipality and pay a certain taxation rate and then drive less than one 
mile down the road, do business in another municipality and pay a different taxation rate.   

From a real estate standpoint, we need to find a way to lower local school taxes and find 
another way to fill the lower tax gap.  The school taxes are the largest taxes real estate owner 
pay, in addition to local and county real estate taxes.  A lot of thought and analysis goes into 
developing or acquiring commercial real estate.  One of the biggest questions become “what will 
real estate taxes be or increase to if I purchase or develop a commercial building.  Based upon 
the high value and amount of money commercial real estate developers or building owner pay, 
these taxes can become a dis-incentivize for business or individuals to invest in commercial real 
estate. 

I would like to thank Chairman Evankovich for inviting me to testify on this matter, as well as the 
rest of the members of the subcommittee, for taking the time to hear my notions.  




