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As a teacher, I cannot think of anything worse than having someone come in our school building and 
start killing our students and not having the tools and training to make them stop. Can any of you 
imagine closing your door in a lockdown knowing there are kids (sometimes 6 year olds) being shot right 
outside your door? Can you imagine having to make the decision of when to close the door? We need 
to be able to stop the killing! 

We put a lot of effort into preventing (locks, cameras, IDS, ant-bully programs, laws, ...... ) attacks like we 
just saw Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. We should work to continue these efforts and 
improve upon them. Unfortunately we learn over and over that we cannot prevention alone is not 
enough. 

There is one area we must improve on and that is having trained and equipped adults in our school 
buildings to stop these monsters from killing our students. WE MUST INTERVENE IMMEDIATELY TO 
MAKE THE KILLER STOP. It is the only way to save our student's lives. Some teachers will give their best 
to stop a killer. Unfortunately too many have lost their lives confronting a killer without the tools and 
training to make them stop. It takes the police too long to get there. WE MUST HAVE PEOPLE IN THE 
BUILDING WHEN THE KILLING STARTS. Some schools do have armed security in their buildings. Armed 
police officers are present in most metropolitan schools. Over twenty states have provisions to have 
armed faculty and staff in some shape or form. This is what SB 383 addresses. 

Before I discuss the merits of having armed teachers and administrators, let me address the most 
common "concerns" which are based on hypothetica l scenarios and/or ta lking points and conjured stats 
parroted from politically mot ivated organizat ions. "Teachers who are having a bad day may just shoot a 
student who is misbehaving", "Students will attack a teacher and take their gun to shoot others" or 
"Teachers will shoot at the attacker and miss and hit innocent students". "Armed teachers make LE's 
job more difficult". In short these things just don't happen! They never have occurred in spite of the 
hundreds and thousands of teachers and administrators currently carrying concealed firearms in 
public schools throughout the countrv. We already have trained and armed teachers who are carrying 
firearms in public places along with millions of others throughout our country on a daily basis. Why do 
some fear they will all of the sudden begin to shoot their students if they become angry? 

If we consider what actually has happened we come away with the following facts : 

1. These attacks (there have been many) almost always occur in "gun free zones" and almost 
never in areas where guns are NOT prohibited. The attacks in "gun free zones" generally 
result in a large number of innocent lives being lost. We can't afford to say our schools are 
"gun free zones" anymore. These killers easily bring weapons into our schools. School boards 
cannot guarantee that armed killers will be kept out of our buildings. This statement attracts 
killers to our schools. An armed presence within our school will deter killers from showing 
up. The individuals that plan and execute these attacks are interested in a high body count. The 
last thing they want is a fight with police or an armed citizen. They always stop and give up or 
commit suicide when they are confronted by people who are armed. 

2. The killer(s) must be stopped ASAP and medical treatment must be provided ASAP to 
minimize casualties and save lives. 



3. The Police and EMS cannot get there fast enough. One of the "best case scenarios" for law 
enforcement and emergency medical services to respond was the Virginia Tech massacre in 
2007. The ERT (Emergency Response Team) was already on campus along with numerous other 
police officers from a number of departments that where either local or traveled from afar to 
assist. The ERT was less than one mile away from Norris Hall and already had all of their tactical 
gear on due to the fact that there was a double homicide in the morning in a dormitory before 
the attack in Norris Hall that killed 30 more students and injured 27 more. It took 2 minutes for 
the 911 call to reach the dispatcher and alert the team there was an active shooter in Norris 
Hall, 1 minute for the teams to exit the dorm and reach their cars, 3 minutes to reach Norris 
Hall, 5 minutes to assemble and make a plan to enter the building (in spite of a false call that the 
shooter moved to another building), 28 seconds to breach the only door that wasn't chained 
from the inside reach the second floor stair wells on both ends of the building trapping the killer 
where the killing took place and it was then that the killer finally shot himself in the head. A 
total of 11 minutes elapsed with 32 dead and another 27 seriously injured. If the murders did 
not take place earlier in the day in the dorm the ERT team's response time would have been 
about 1 hour and there may have been as few as 8 patrol officers arriving on the scene in a 
comparable time without any specialized gear and/or specialized tactical training. Only one 
Tactical EMS paramedic entered the building to treat the wounded. The rest of the wounded 
where attended to by the police officers. It took the ERT 15 minutes to reach room 211 and 
declare the "shooter was down" due to their search and advance protocol they used to move 
from the stairways in that they did not know for sure there was only one killer. Regular EMS 
would not enter the building until much later. This police response time was the best they 
could have possibly done. They cannot possibly overcome the barrier of t ime. 

4. EMS will not enter the building until the police declare it as safe. As in the Virginia Tech 
massacre, the police cannot rule out the possibility of another killer(s) until they go through the 
entire building. They have to go through a protocol of cutting off escape routes and proceeding 
as if they are going into an ambush because they just don't know if there are any other 
assailants. This takes time. All the while there may be lives that could be saved with proper 
emergency medical procedures. This is standard procedure for any police department and 
public EMS. 

5. A properly trained teacher and/or administrator can stop a killer and treat the wounded well 
before police and EMS arrive on the scene. I am a two-time graduate of the FASTER (Faculty 
Administrator Safety Training Emergency Response www.fastersaveslives.org). This 
organization has been responsible for training approximately 1300 teachers and administrators 
in over 200 Oh io school districts, in 63 out of Ohio's 88 count ies. Part of the training is force on 
force scenarios in a school setting (real life killing scenarios with role players using toy airsoft 
guns). Every teacher in my class of 22 was able to respond to a stimulus (blanks being fired to 
simulate gun shots) within a time frame of 40 seconds to 1minute15 seconds and stop the 
"killer". Every incident was ended before an average 911 call could be made and dispatcher 
notifying the police that an attack was underway. This was all done in a real school in Ohio as 
part of our training. We also have real life examples of school personnel or students stopping an 
attack. A mass shooting was stopped by armed security at Arapahoe High in Colorado in 2013, a 
school shooting in Pearl Mississippi in 1998 ended after a principal got his firearm from his truck 
to stop the killer, an armed citizen ended a school shooting in Edinboro, PA in 1998, and two 
armed students stopped a killing spree at The Appalachian School of Law in 2002. In all four 
incidents the killers gave up and no additional shots were fired, no innocent bystanders were hit 
and no students tried to attack the armed principal, citizen, security officer or students in order 
to take their guns. In all four incidents lives were saved as a result of the quick response time. 



6. It bears repeating that in spite of hundreds if not thousands of teachers and administrators 
being armed in schools throughout the country there has NEVER been an incident where they 
either shot the wrong person, had their guns taken from them by students, or had a "bad day" 
which resulted into them using their firearms to go on a killing rampage. 

7. Teachers and Administrators can and do get training that either equals or exceeds training our 
police receive as well as being held to a higher standard in their firearms qualification. In the 
FASTER training we shot the standard Ohio Police Qualification. Ohio requires police officers to 
obtain at least a score of 20 out of 25 "hits" on target from varying distances with time 
constraints. It is fairly common for some police officers to fail this requirement and have to 
retake the test. The teachers had to make 3 additional shots while moving in addition to the 
standard 25 and had to obtain a score of 26 out of 28 hits in order to pass. Twenty out of 22 
teachers passed in my class. It should be noted that if you look at IUP's police academy, which is 
responsible for training many of PA's police officers, you will find the following 18 modules for 
750 hours of training: 

ACADEMY OVERVRVIEW 
• Introduction to Academy 
• Introduction to Law Enforcement in Pennsylvania 
• Physical and Emotional Readiness 
• Laws and Procedures 
• Defense Tactics 
• Motor Vehicle Law/Enforcement/Accident Investigation 
• Motor Vehicle Collision Investigation 
• Patrol Procedures and Operations 
• Principles of Criminal Investigation 
• Human Relations 
• Crisis Management 
• Families in Crisis 
• Basic Firearms 
• Operation of Patrol Vehicles 
• Report Writing 
• Case Presentation 
• First Aid and CPR 
• Handling Arrested Persons 

As listed, only one module includes firearm training. In short there is much more to being a police 
officer other than using firearms. The FASTER training (3 days or approx. 28 hours) focusing solely on 
only addressing two major tasks, stopping the killing and treating the injured until the police and EMS 
arrive. That's it! That is what is important in order to save lives. School personnel can and will fill in the 
time gap until help arrives just as we would if a fire started or a medical emergency occurred like a heart 
attack. 

tn conclusion, I want to emphasize that although some people have irrational fears based on 
hypothetical scenarios and talking points from politically motivated groups, there is not one instance 
where these "dangers" have come to fruition in spite of the thousands of teachers already carrying 
firearms in schools to protect kids. The true danger is letting a killer run rampant for 10 minutes until 



the police can come to stop them. Real life occurrences and real life training simulations clearly show 
the teachers can and will respond to stop a threat and treat the wounded until the professionals 
arrive. Experts in this field, John Benner and Lt. Col. David Grossman, tell us it is an essential layer 
of security to have in place. Faculty and staff will act to protect their students. At Sandy Hook two 
school administrators (Dawn Hochsprung and Mary Sherlach) ran toward the sound of gunfire empty 
handed. Both of them were murdered. Victoria Soto, a 27-year old first grade teacher, died 
while physically shielding her students from the murderer. All she had to protect and defend her 
students from a madman was her body. Other faculty and staff did not try to stop the killer and have to 
live the rest of their lives wondering what could have been had they tried to stop the monster on that 
dreadful day. How many first graders would still be alive? I am sure it is a heavy burden to carry. I 
personally was able to end the threat in both of my training simulations in less than a minute. I will 
respond to protect our students. Now that I have the proper training, I would much rather have the 
proper tools and not end up like Dawn Hochsprung, Mary Sherlac, or Victoria Soto. I know there are 
other faculty and staff that feel the same way. PA schools need to have the option of having this 
worthwhile layer of security along with all the other layers we currently have. In the end we all want to 
protect all of our kids. We can't afford to spare any of them. Thank you. 

Mark Zilinskas 

Indiana Area High School 

Indiana, PA 




