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Statement of the American Society of Radiologic Technologists 
House Bill 1545 
Pennsylvania House Professional Licensure Committee 
February 27, 2018 

The American Society of Radiologic Technologists (ASRT) is pleased to voice its support for the 
enactment of Pennsylvania House bill 1545, sponsored by Representative Bryan Cutler. 

ASRT represents more than 8,000 medical imaging and radiation therapy technologists in 
Pennsylvania who provide care and treatment to patients in all settings, from teaching hospitals 
to doctor's offices. It is our mission to advance and elevate the medical imaging and radiation 
therapy profession and to enhance the quality and safety of patient care. ASRT believes that 
strong, relevant and consistent professional standards for technologists performing sonography, 
fluoroscopy, limited x-ray machine operation, magnetic resonance imaging, nuclear medicine, 
radiation therapy, and radiography supports this mission. 

Together with our affiliate societies, the Pennsylvania Society of Radiologic Technologists and 
Philadelphia Society of Radiologic Technologists, we have worked with the American Registry 
of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT), Society of Diagnostic Medical Sonography (SDMS) and 
Society of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging (SNMMI) to advocate for HB 1545. This 
bill provides for certification, education, licensure, and scope of practice standards for technical 
personnel who perform procedures using ionizing radiation and ultrasound. These forms of 
radiation must be administered correctly to create needed medical images for diagnosis or to treat 
disease. If performed incorrectly, these procedures could be dangerous and extremely harmful 
for patients. 

Pennsylvania is one of a small number of states that does not have consistent and specific laws 
for medical imaging and radiation therapy personnel. Currently, professional standards for 
Pennsylvania technologists are located in several statutes and regulations and may apply only in 
certain patient care settings. ASR T supports the creation of a board of medical imaging and 
radiation therapy to establish qualifications for licensure radiologic technologists, sonographers, 
radiologist assistants, nuclear medicine technologists and limited x-ray machine operators in 
Pennsylvania. The board will establish education, certification, licensure and continuing 
education requirements to help make sure that these professionals operating medical imaging 
equipment are trained on the latest technology and patient care techniques. 

To be effective, licensure standards must be appropriate and enforceable. The Medical Imaging 
and Radiation Therapy Board created by HB 1545 will have the authority to investigate 
incidents where patient safety may be at risk and take disciplinary action if necessary. This will 
ensure that medical practices hire educated personnel who are properly licensed and know how 
to effectively operate imaging equipment. 



ASR T, along with our partner organizations, encourages the Professional Licensure Committee 
to take the first step to protecting Pennsylvanians bypassing HB 1545. On behalf of our over 
8,000 Pennsylvania members, ASRT appreciates your consideration of this important patient 
care legislation. 
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Representative Mark Mustio 
Pennsylvania House Committee on Professional Licensure 
416 Irvis Office Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

February 22, 2018 

RE: ARRT support of House Bill 1545 sponsored by Representatives 
Bryan Cutler, Vanessa Brown, David Millard, Tina Pickett, Judy Ward, 
Anthony Deluca, Jeff Wheeland and David Zimmerman. 

Dear Representative Mustio and Members of the Pennsylvania House Commit
tee on Professional Licensure, 

The ARRT is a national, voluntary certification organization that develops and 
administers standards to assess the qualifications of individuals in medical im
aging and radiation therapy. It was founded in 1922 and is incorporated as a 
not-for-profit under the Internal Revenue Code Section 501(C)(6). ARRT cur
rently registers 330,000 individuals nationwide as Registered Technologists and 
16,840 reside in Pennsylvania. 

We are writing to you to support consideration of House Bill 1545. House Bill 
1545 provides for medical imaging and radiation therapy licensure and estab
lishes a Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy Board of Examiners which 
would license and establish qualifications for individuals in Pennsylvania who 
perform medical imaging or radiation therapy procedures on humans for diag
nostic or therapeutic purposes. 

Currently there are no federal statutes or accreditation standards that specify 
specific education, training, and certification for all individuals operating medi
cal imaging or radiation therapy equipment and performing medical imaging 
or radiation therapy procedures. It is currently the responsibility of individual 
states to set and enforce requirements for these individuals. The ARRT sup
ports requiring appropriate education, training, examination and certification 
for individuals operating medical imaging or radiation therapy equipment and 
performing medical imaging or radiation therapy procedures and believes that 
it is the most appropriate method for protecting patients from the harmful ef
fects of excessive exposure to radiation and improperly performed medical im
aging or radiation therapy procedures. 



Pennsylvania does not have a uniform standard to assure patients that individ
uals operating medical imaging or radiation therapy equipment and perform
ing medical imaging or radiation therapy procedures have the appropriate edu
cation, training, and certification to protect them from the harmful effects of 
excessive exposure to radiation and improperly performed medical imaging or 
radiation therapy procedures. 

The ARRT supports that certification agencies recognized by the state should 
be held to national accreditation standards to ensure the public that the certifi
cation program has met standards for quality and accurately assesses the com
petency of the individuals who successfully complete the certification require
ments. The quality of a certification program and the meaningfulness of the 
credential it issues cannot be assumed. The certification organization's pro
cesses must be compared to generally accepted credentialing standards by un
biased credentialing experts. Accreditation is the process by which an inde
pendent body performs this comparison. ARRT's primary certifications are ac
credited by the National Commission of Certifying Agencies (NCCA), a widely 
known and well-respect accreditor of certification programs. The application 
for accreditation required that ARRT provide evidence for each of the NCCA 
standards and the NCCA credentialing experts judged ARRT to be in compli
ance with these standards. ARRT is proud to have earned and maintained this 
important indicator of the quality and meaningfulness of the credentials issued 
in Nuclear Medicine, Radiation Therapy, Radiography, Radiologist Assistant 
and Sonography. 

In summary, the ARRT supports House Bill 1545 and the establishment of a 
Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy Licensing Board to establish uniform 
competency standards in medical imaging and radiation therapy equipment 
use and safety by involved practitioners and further recommends that recog
nized certification agencies be accredited by a national certification accredita
tion agency. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at ( 651) 687-0048, ext. 3121 if I can pro
vide further information. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry B. Reid, Ph.D. 



Executive Director 
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