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Good morning Chairmen and members of the House Judiciary Committee. 

I am Lieutenant Scott J. Brennan of the Pennsylvania State Police (PSP), 

Criminal Investigation Section Commander at Troop L- Reading. Troop L 

coverage area encompasses Berks, Lebanon, and Schuylkill Counties. Thank 

you for the opportunity to appear before you today to discuss safety of individuals 

at Pennsylvania's community corrections facilities. 

The PSP has seen an increase in the amount of heroin within the 

Commonwealth over the past several years due to the opioid epidemic. 

Emerging trends such as this are identified and tracked by our Analytical 

Intelligence Section whir:h houses the Pennsylvania Criminr:1I Intelligence Center 

(PaCIC). The PaCIC, which is the state-designated fusion center, maximizes the 

ability of the Pennsylvania State Police to detect, prevent, investigate, and 

respond to a variety of criminal activities including but not limited to heroin and 

other drug sales and trafficking trends. 

In 2017, the PSP responded to approximately 3381 incidents at 

Community Corrections Centers in the Commonwealth. These incidents varied 

from overdoses, drug possessions, warrant services, prisoner escapees, and 

assaults. The PSP has taken significant steps to combat these issues in the 

Commonwealth as well as the entire illegal drug trade plaguing Pennsylvania. 

The Safe Highways Initiative thru Effective Law Enforcement and 

Detection (SHIELD) has been established. The SHIELD units consist of 

uniformed Troopers in marked and unmarked patrol units that are specially 
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trained to interdict criminal activity occurring on major highways. These units 

have also been strategically deployed throughout the Commonwealth with an 

emphasis on obstructing traditional drug transportation routes. Similarly, the 

department maintains full-time drug interdiction units focused on the detection 

and seizure of controlled substances and proceeds that travel to and from the 

Commonwealth through freight, parcels, mail, airports, bus terminals, and hotels 

and motels. Finally, fifteen of our troop commands have a Vice Unit assigned to 

them as well. These undercover units can quickly respond and investigate drug 

dealing on the local level. These special duty investigators work with local police, 

PSP field commanders, and federal partners to detect and arrest drug dealers 

operating in our communities. 

The PSP continues to work cooperatively with many local, state, and 

federal law enforcement agencies to vigorously combat the heroin problem in 

Pennsylvania. We are committed to increasing the safety of citizens by being 

proactive with our approach towards the opioid epidemic. 

Our Patrol Units are equipped with Naloxone. Naloxone is an opiate 

antidote that blocks the effects of opioids and reverses an overdose. On many 

occasions, we have used this to save the lives of people that have overdosed on 

opioids, fentanyl, or heroin. Since June of 2015, our members have 

administered Naloxone 1692 times. The PSP encourage all first responders to 

have this life saving tool available to them. 
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In closing, I want to thank this body for their interest in the safety of 

citizens in Commonwealth and we will continue to work with our stakeholders to 

combat the opioid epidemic. I would be happy to answer any questions that you 

may have. 




