
GAMING LAW TESTIMONY ON BEHALF OF SUMMIT TWP. 

My name is Nancy Agostine, Township Supervisor and Director of Land Development, for 
Summit Township, Erie County, the host municipality for Presque Isle Downs and Casino (PIO). Thank 

you for the opportunity to speak today. 

When the Gaming Law was drafted, the primary goals of its authors included additional State 
revenue, property tax relief for PA residents, and providing casino host municipalities with the revenue 

required to effectively deal with impacts created by casino development. That was the understanding of 

PA voters when the Gaming Law was passed. These goals cannot be compromised or host municipalities 

will be bankrupt. 

The planning and land development process for PIDI took five years and hundreds of man hours 

worked by Township personnel. When PIO opened, the health, safety and welfare of its employees and 
thousands of patrons became Summit's responsibility. The transportation improvements, including new 
traffic signals and signage are now Summit's to maintain. Our Water and Sewer Authorities quickly 

found that the capacity they were counting on for development well into the future was used up and 
system upgrades needed to be fast-tracked. Our volunteer fire department experienced an average 
increase of 120 ambulance calls, a dozen false fire alarms and a 15-20% increase in vehicle accident calls 

EACH YEAR directly related to PIO. The overall financial impact on Summit Township is tremendous. 

Thankfully, the current law took this impact seriously, providing the Township with adequate funding to 

meet the health, safety and welfare needs of our post-PIO municipality. 

Over the past ten years Summit Township has received $12.2 million in PA Gaming Revenue and 
$4.7 million from ECGRA. So, how exactly has Summit Township utilized the revenue to meet these 
needs? We have been VERY good stewards! 

SUMMIT TOWNSHIP 

• The Summit Township Industrial and Economic Development Authority (STIEDA)was created to 
effectively distribute gaming revenues to directly impacted entities (i.e. water/sewer 
authorities, Perry Hi-Way Hose Company). The Board of Supervisors annually allocates gaming 

revenue to STIEDA to meet these needs. To date, this allocation has totaled $2.S million. 

• Perry Hi-Way Hose Company (PHHC) immediately experienced severe staffing shortages when 
PIDI opened in 2007. Even with Summit Township providing PHHC in excess of $250,000 each 
year (from gaming revenue) for recruitment/retention/education, volunteer incentive programs, 
equipment and capital improvements, there were still not enough volunteers. The shortage 

gradually became critical. In order to meet our obligation to provide adequate emergency 
services, in 2016, the Board of Supervisors entered into an Agreement with PHHC to create a 

hybrid (part paid/part volunteer) fire department. Paid staffing costs will now be in excess of 
$500,000 per year. Start-up costs of $100,000 were provided via gaming revenue. 

• More infrastructure = more work= more employees. Required maintenance for signals and 

infrastructure meant more man hours. In addition, PIDI entered into a Conservation Easement 
Agreement with Summit Township, placing 60 acres of environmentally sensitive land under 

Township control. These new staffing requirements meant outgrowing an already crowded 
municipal building. Gaming revenues were utilized to construct a new municipal building and 
add additional full-time staff. The staffing cost increase amounts to approximately 



$150,000/each year and a capital investment of $5.5 million was made to construct a new 
municipal building, built to accommodate our growing work force and any future expansions 
that may become necessary. 

• To further the State's goal for gaming revenue to provide property tax relief, Summit Township 
annually sets aside gaming funds to provide local property tax forgiveness for all residential 
properties registered as a Homestead/Farmstead (primary residence). This forgiveness began in 
2009 and amounts to an average of $75 per parcel. Total gaming revenue used for this program 
since its inception equals $1.2 million. 

SUMMIT TOWNSHIP SEWER AUTHORITY (STSA) 

• STSA sanitary sewer infrastructure funded by gaming revenues totals $1.8 million. Of this 
amount, $1.3 million came from gaming revenues received by Summit Township (via STIEDA) 
and $500,000 from ECGRA grants. 

• PIO initial average daily wastewater flow= 105,000 gallons. When this capacity was requested, 
an evaluation of the STSA system projected that a hydraulic overload would be created at the 
existing pump station. This overload was addressed prior to completion of PIDI. Cost $52,440. 

• In addition to using up all of the available capacity in the Route 97 Corridor, PIDI created 
additional downstream problems. PIDI is connected to an area of concern within the Millcreek 
Township sewer system. Millcreek notified Summit in 2007 that a hydraulic overload existed 
within their conveyance system serving PIOI. STSA was responsible for 100% of upgrade costs 
totaling $245,760. 

• In 2011 STSA built an addition to their existing building to accommodate the purchase of deep 
sewer maintenance equipment needed to address issues with odors, leg wrapping (from 
horses), hay, straw, manure, bailing twine, etc. that enters the public sewer system from PIOI. 
These types of waste cause sewer blockages which cause property damage, environmental 
impacts and possibly health impacts via system overflows. Cost $200,000. 

• The limitations of the existing pump station were known at the time of PIOI development, but 
the large scale upgrades were deferred. Instead an interim project (upgrading a section of force 
main, electrical and pump upgrades) was implemented to accommodate PIDl's schedule. The 
average daily sewer load to the Route 97 pump station has increased almost 50% since the 
completion of PIDI. In addition, the nature and characteristics of the sewage has changed 
dramatically, resulting in significant increases in maintenance and cleaning at this station. As a 
direct result of PIOI, in 2015 the STSA began a project to replace the existing Route 97 pump 
station. Total project cost is $3.5 million, of which $1.3 million is being paid for via a STIEDA 
grant out of gaming revenues. The STSA is responsible for funding the remaining cost. 

SUMMIT TOWNSHIP WATER AUTHORITY (STWA) 

• PIO is one of the largest water users in Summit Township; their usage is 45,000 gallons/day 
during the off season and 113,000 gallons/day from May-September. In addition, significant 
reserve water capacity is required for fire sprinkler systems at PIO. 

• The casino consumes a large portion of the Authority's water supply capacity and additional 
water supply sources were required to meet PIO water demands. STWA infrastructure funded 
by gaming revenues totals $2.8 million. Of this amount, $2.6 million came from restricted 
gaming revenues received by the County of Erie awarded via a municipal grant, and $180,000 
from Summit Township gaming revenue (via a STIEDA grant). 



• Without these infrastructure improvements, the existing water facilities would not allow PIO 
and related development to be reliably served. The Route 97 Water System Improvement 
Project included a pump station/water mains to allow use of the Route 97 water takepoint from 
the Erie City Water Authority to service PIO. More critically, it included the Moore Road Water 
Wells/Access/Tower/Pump Station/Extension to the Route 97 system. Without the Moore Road 
wells, srwA would have to purchase additional capacity from Erie, increasing cost to PIO by 
$130,000/year. 

• In 2013 the treatment system for Moore Road Water Wells needed to be upgraded to meet PA 
OEP standards at a cost of $354,000. STIEOA agreed to pay $177,000 (half) out of gaming 
revenue. 

SUMMIT TOWNSHIP INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (STIEDA) 

• In addition to meeting the funding needs of the various Summit Township entities that are 
impacted as a result of PIO; STIEDA intends to create a revolving loan fund to benefit industrial 
and economic growth in Summit Township. All STIEDA funding is budgeted annually by Summit 
Township based upon available gaming revenues. 

• With respect to industrial development: STIEOA provided a half million dollar grant to LORD 
Corporation, in partnership with offers from Erie County and the State of PA, to entice them to 
move from the City of Erie to Summit Township. This partnership kept hundreds of good paying 
jobs from leaving Pennsylvania I 

• To further economic development, STIEDA recently approved a $20,000 professional services 
grant for the Greater Regional Erie Athletic Team Training (GREATI) Project. This worthy project 
will turn the failing Family First Sports Park in Summit Township into a regional top notch facility 
benefitting all levels of athletes - from handicapped and beginners to professionals in a variety 
of sports. The State recently allocated $3 million for the GREATI Project whose participants and 
tournaments will be a tremendous boost to local, county and State revenues. 

In conclusion, I cannot stress enough the need for the Gaming Law to be quickly and concisely 
revised to accomplish the goals for which it was originally intended. I implore you, our legislators, to 
"keep it simple" by focusing ONLY on drafting a constitutional fix to the sentences of PA Gaming Law 
that were deemed unconstitutional. To change the original goals of the Gaming Law by allowing any 
other politics to interfere will cause an extreme financial hardship on all casino host municipalities, 
which will adversely affect the casinos themselves and the revenues they currently produce. 

Thank you again for your time. 




