
600 Monroe Street 
Freemansburg, PA 18017-7280 
Phone: (610} 866-2220 
Fax: (610) 868-2402 
\VWW .borougbotTreemansburg.org 

Honorable Robert Freeman 

215 Northampton Street 
Easton. PA 18042 

Senator Lisa Boscola 

1 Ea st Broad Street 
Suite 120 

Bethlehem. PA 18018 

Governor Tom Wolfe 

Office of the Governor 

508 Ma in Capitol Building 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Senator Pat Brown 

702 W . Hamilton Street 
Suite 101 

Allentown.PA 18101 

Mr. John J. Finnigan, Jr. 

669 Washington Street 

Easton, PA 18042 

A CANAL TOWN 

Gerald C. Yob, Mayor 
Homer G. lorrah, Council Presitlent 
Judith A. Danko, Borough Manager 

Honorable Dave Reed 

110 Main Capital Building 
PO Box 202062 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2062 

Honorable Frank Dermody 

423 Main Capitol Building 
PO Box 202033 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2033 

Mr. Mike Stack 

200 Main Capital Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Honorable John A. Brown 
669 Washington Street 

Easton, PA 18042 

RE: Agenda File, Pennsylvania Race Horse Development and Gaming Act 
Our Fiie No.:54-H-22 



Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Please be advised that I am the Manager of Freemansburg Borough. On behalf 
of Borough Council I write to discuss several issues. First to request a prompt amendment to the 
"Gaming Act." Second to review the detrimental effect, failure to do so would have on the Borough of 
Freemansburg. 

Sections 1403(b) and (c) of the "Gaming Act" references restricted accounts established with the Department 
of Community and Economic Development which benefits municipalities within the County, providing funding for 
grants and projects. Municipalities that are continuous like our Borough which is located within a (1) one mile radius 

of the Sands Casino Resort, is given priority to this funding, due to our proximity. This tax is part of the assessment 
procedure that was found unconstitutional. It is the Borough's opinion the Act can be amended to provide a 
uniform casino tax. All casinos should be subject to the same assessment procedure. Such amendment is 

straight forward. fair and can be completed in an expedited fashion. 

Undoubtedly the legislature wil l be lobbied to expand the list of entiUes eligible for funding. To consider 
such a request at this critical time is not equitable. The legislature must act now to protect municipalities which 
justifiably relied on the law and the continued receipt of "Gaming funds." The amendment must be a stand
alone amendment. It must resolve the act's illegality. Nothing more. It is imperative the amendment occur prior 
to 2017. The Borough respectfully requests the legislature pass a curative amendment by the end of the year. 
Failure to act will harm the public good. 

Attached you will see a map notating the Sands Casino resorts location is within (1) one mile of 
Freemansburg Borough which is contiguous to the Host Municipality (City of Bethlehem). The Borough is the only 
adjacent municipality with borders located within a one mile radius of the Sands Casino resort. Documented Traffic 
Studies within the Freemansburg Borough have indicated as high as 4.8% increase since the opening of the Sands. 
Freemansburg Borough's Police Departments Documented incident reports have proven a 31.98% increase in 
incidents, and major crime is now a primary factor, with increased criminal activity as a result of the opening of the 
Sands Casino. 

To date the Freemansburg Borough has been awarded funding from the "Gaming Funds" for a, "Secure 
Operating and Holding Facility", to be able to work safely with the Increased crime. The Borough was awarded 
Gaming Funds for Life-saving defibrillators. AED's along with Tasers Electronic Control Devices to reduce the 
possibility of deadly injuries to Officers by suspects. Without the Gaming Funds these items needed, due to the 
impact of the Casino would be a hardship for the Borough to find the funds. 

The Borough currently received a Gaming Grant for the cost of a Full Time Police Officer. Again, due to the 
increase in crime due to the Casino this Officer is needed. The Borough has only received half of this grant funding, if 
the Gaming Act is not amended the remaining amount of funding will not be received. All of the above added costs 
undeniably due to the opening of the Casino would be a tremendous detrimental hardship to the Borough. The 

Borough could not sustain within its tax basis and cannot bear tax increases to fund Issues due to the Casino. 

All of the above information clearly identifies the need for an expedited resolve of the amendment. 

CC: Mayor Gerald Yob, Council President, 
Homer G. Lorrah, Borough Council 

Borough Manager 
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