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I am John McBlain, a Member of the Delaware County Council, and would like to add my thanks 
to those expressed by Councilman Civera for the time of the Committee this morning. I also 
want to acknowledge the work of Representatives Jamie Santora and Nick Miccarelli to 
advocate for the people of Delaware County and the Commonwealth through their service both 
in the House and as members of this committee. 

As Councilman Civera noted, we believe that the General Assembly must preserve a process 
that has worked to benefit of the Commonwealth and its citizens as you consider a response to 
the recent Supreme Court decision. 

Delaware County is the home of Harrah's casino, located in the City of Chester. Harrah's 
employs more than 1,400 people with well-paying jobs, and local share revenue has enabled 
both the County and the City to make substantial contributions to the local and regional 
economy. 

It has allowed us to make investments that otherwise would not have been made. 

It has made a difference during a very difficult economy. 

Delaware County has used the local share taxes to fund human services programs, such as 
advocates for abused children, which likely would not have been funded without the availability 
of these funds. We have supported local communities adjacent to the City of Chester with 
funds for services impacted by gaming, such as law enforcement initiatives and the badly 
needed purchase of police cars and other equipment. 

Perhaps the most visible use of these funds has been for economic development in Delaware 
County. We have supported and stimulated private and public investment through the 
thoughtful use of those funds, both in Chester City and in nearby communities. And, as 
Councilman Civera has noted, loss of host community funds would impact the families served 
by both county and local governments in the form of lost opportunities and higher taxes. 

While there are many examples that illustrate what we have been able to do, I want to share 
two of them with you. 

Our local share revenue funded critical infrastructure for the Monroe Energy facility in Trainer, 
a municipality which is located just south of the City of Chester. The County's support was a 
very important element in the development of that project. Monroe Energy's state-of-the-art 
refinery employs more than 1,000 people every day from across the region because of what the 



County was able to do with that money. We, as a community, worked together and pulled it 
back from the brink of extinction and it now makes a huge economic contribution to the region . 

Delaware County also has invested gaming money in the development of the Talen Energy 
Stadium, which is the home of the Philadelphia Union professional soccer team. The stadium 
both provides jobs and has built a foundation for additional development and job creation in 
Chester and the surrounding area. Just last week the Union opened a multi-million dollar, 
16,000 square foot, training facility which preserves and reuses an almost 100 year-old building 
in Chester. The economic activity and employment created by that investment would not have 
happened without our help to fund the stadium. 

These are good results, results that support families and communities. They are precisely the 
type of results then-Representative Civera, your colleagues and you hoped would occur, and 
they should be allowed to continue for the benefit of both counties and host communities. 

We understand that you face a difficult task as you try to find a path which complies with the 
Supreme Court's decision while creating a structure that meets the needs of both communities 
and the gaming industry. We are ready to work with you to do that. 

Councilman Civera and I would be happy to respond to your questions. 
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