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Dear Hearing Committee, 

I am a retired educator of 3 7 years. After teaching seven years, I served as a school 
principal, assistant superintendent, and superintendent of schools for over 30 years 
in both public and private schools. As an administrator, I designed three 
curriculum models, two being published, and oversaw eight school construction 
projects. These led to national and state conference presentations, private 
consulting, and being a part of the PA Delegation to write national School to Work 
policy. 

Today, however, I also address you as the grandparent of a beautiful 4 year old 
little girl, McKenna, born with Down syndrome. I thank you for the opportunity to 
allow me to speak. 

Let me tell you a little more about McKenna. 

As a grandparent, the support services my granddaughter McKenna has received to 
date have been outstanding. From her first month she began receiving occupational 
therapy, then physical therapy, then socialization services, and then speech 
therapy, all delivered at her home. At age 3 she began early intervention classes 
outside the home, and now she attends classes 4 days a week. Again, the services 
have been outstanding. 

She will continue to need TSS and Speech Services, as well as, continued Physical 
Therapy. Fortunately, McKenna does not need hearing or other services that some 
students with Down syndrome might need. 

Next year when McKenna begins kindergarten she will not be able to attend the 
private school that her older brother attends, because the services she needs will 
only be available at a public school. Logically, it would be much more convenient 
if McKenna could be with her brother in the same physical location. Both working 
parents must accommodate both elementary children at two locations with two 
different time schedules. This is however what must and will be done to assure 
both children receive the best education for each. 

If this bill would come to fruition, it would allow both children to attend the same 
private school with assurance that McKenna would receive all necessary services, 
our little girl would have the best of both worlds; she could attend school with her 
brother and receive the support that has already been proven to be successfully 
delivered to her on site. The self-esteem and confidence of attending school with 
her brother is priceless. The parental benefit is surely understandable. 



The cost of sending special needs students to a private school could be prohibitive 
for some parents. With an education savings account, however, parents would be 
empowered to design the best possible educational plan for their children. I know 
that if we are able to design a flexible, customized education for McKenna, it 
would allow her to flourish and reach her maximum potential. 

The perfect example of a customized, specific program for McKenna would be 
dance class. McKenna recently began a tap and ballet class. With the help of a 
high school student, McKenna is in a regular dance class. The benefits of this class 
are: muscle toning, posture, coordination and a new found self-esteem. She loves 
it! This is the best kind of physical therapy! 

As a former administrator, I appreciate the concerns. The essential oversight would 
be challenging. Given each child has his or her own individual educational 
program the supervision would need to be just as individualized. Some parents 
may not be capable of managing these individual services, but they could opt out 
and remain in the public school. Certified and qualified service providers would 
need to be approved along with child clearances assured and verified. A system 
similar to what I did as assistant superintendent evaluating home schooling 
portfolios would be critical, but prior to the start rather than after the fact. 
Managing this system would be challenging, however, we need to do what is best 
for the child not best for the supervisors. 

In conclusion, I realize this would be a significant task to supervise and manage, 
but the benefit to those children most in need of our help is of the utmost 
importance. Every challenged child can be educated into a positive, productive 
contributor to society and in return, it would be financially beneficial to the state. 

Today, I'm speaking on behalf of McKenna- but I'm also speaking on behalf of 
thousands of other children in Pennsylvania who deserve a world class education. 
Thanks for your time this morning, and I welcome any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 
Robert M. Gervinski 


