
September 14, 2016 

The Honorable Daryl Metcalfe 

Chair, State Government Committee 

Pennsylvania State House of Representatives 

144 Main Capitol 

PO Box 202012 

Harrisburg, PA  17120 

The Honorable Mark Cohen 

Chair, State Government Committee 

Pennsylvania State House of Representatives 

127 Irvis Office Building 

PO Box 202202 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Honorable Members of the Pennsylvania House State Government Committee 

501 North 3
rd

 Street

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Subject:  House Bill 2083 (Printer’s No. 3162) which amends Title 34 of the Game and Wildlife Code 

Chairman Metcalfe, Chairman Cohen, and Honorable Members of the House State Government 

Committee, 

The Pennsylvania State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation respectfully requests that you 

oppose HB 2083. 

House Bill 2083 (HB 2083) provides amendments to the Game and Wildlife Code that directly violate 

the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.  The North American Model of Wildlife 

Conservation is a set of principles that, collectively applied, has led to the form, function, and 

successes of wildlife conservation and management in the United States.  There are seven tenants of 

the North American Model.  Two of those tenants are: 1) Science is the Proper Tool to Set Wildlife 

Policy and 2) Wildlife is Held in the Public Trust.   

HB 2083 transfers decision making authority from trained wildlife professionals to legislatively 

appointed individuals of special interest groups; some of which lack a primary focus on wildlife or 

wildlife recreation.  The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) is composed of professional, well-

trained biologists capable of managing, protecting, propagating, and preserving Pennsylvania’s 

wildlife and providing and promoting recreational opportunities for Pennsylvania sportsmen based on 

sound science.  HB 2083 would dilute the use of sound science as a management tool and impose 

wildlife management decisions upon the Commonwealth that are grounded in personal or social 

motives instead of science and research. 

The current system appoints eight commissioners to represent all Pennsylvanian’s interest in wildlife 

recreation and develop policy upon professional, scientific, and social recommendations.  HB 2083 



would undermine the current system and steer wildlife management and policy towards the desires 

and agendas of special interest groups.  Wildlife would no longer be held in the public trust, but in the 

hands of political appointees of these designated interest groups; an inaccurate representation of the 

Commonwealth’s interest in wildlife.   

HB 2083 would require the implementation of Maximum Sustained Yield (MSY) management system 

of game populations for sport hunting and trapping.  MSY is an outdated, single species, simplistic 

management system with many underlying assumptions that are not realistic or applicable on the 

landscape or to an agency responsible for managing 467 species of mammals and birds. MSY relies on 

habitat carrying capacity which is unmeasurable metric due to the unpredictable nature of mast 

production, weather, soil and site conditions, etc.  Season and bag limits for the upcoming hunting 

season are set in April so mast crops and snow fall would have to be predicted to identify a carrying 

capacity.  Currently, an adaptive ecosystem management system is in place for managing wildlife 

populations, specifically white-tailed deer, in Pennsylvania.  A holistic, ecosystem approach utilizes 

social, environmental, and hunter-collected data among others to implement management actions, 

monitor those actions, and adapt future actions according to the monitored response.  Adaptive 

ecosystem management is supported by science and a responsible way to manage wildlife.  The 

bottom-line is MSY is a species-centric system that is not supported by trained professionals, 

fundamentally flawed, and has failed miserably when applied. 

The Pennsylvania Game Commission has and will continue to manage wildlife and habitat for current 

and future generations of Pennsylvanians.  They are fully capable and the most qualified to do so.  HB 

2083 removes that authority from the PGC, violates the North American Model of Wildlife 

Conservation, and threatens the longevity of wildlife populations and wildlife recreation in the 

Commonwealth.  For these reasons and other changes within the proposed legislation, we ask that you 

oppose HB 2083. 

Sincerely, 

Ralph Martone 

President-Pennsylvania State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation 

Cc:  Hon. Jerry Knowles, Hon. Matt Gabler, Hon. Brad Roae, Hon. George Dunbar, Hon. Cris 

Dush, Hon. Kristin Hill, Hon. Rich Irvin, Hon. Fred Keller, Hon. Brett R. Miller, Hon. Rick Saccone, 

Hon. Tommy Sankey, Hon. Jesse Topper, Hon. Dan Truitt, Hon. Judy Ward, Hon. Jeff C. Wheeland, 

Hon. Leslie Acosta, Hon. Mary Jo Daley, Hon. Eddie Day Pashinski, Hon. Vanessa Lowery Brown, 

Hon. Donna Bullock, Hon. Tonyelle Cook-Artis, Hon. Pamela A. DeLissio, Hon. Stephen McCarter, 

Hon. Michael H. O’Brien, Hon. Brian Sims 


