
My name is Philip Wagner, from Mifflinburg, Union County. I am 64 years old and have hunted deer 
since I have been 12 starting at a cabin where my father and grandfather had hunted for many years. 
They are both gone now for many years however we still hunt bear out of the cabin. Our state leased 

camp is located just off Rt. 192, just East of R.B. Winter State Park. 

We need to pass HB2083 because we have very very few deer here in Central Pennsylvania on public 
lands (Bald Eagle State Forest and Pa. Game Lands). 

Fifteen years ago, we had eight groups hunting deer out of cabins here in Union County along Rt. 
192. In 2015, we had none. We haven't hunted deer from our cabin in ten or twelve years. We do hunt 
bear. In the past three years while hunting bear here in Union and Centre counties on 30 drives, we saw 
30 deer with anywhere between 15 and 24 hunters on each drive. That means the average number of 
deer seen per drive was one. Yes, one and we may have seen some of the deer twice or maybe three 
times. The last cabin that quit hunting as a gang was several years ago. This was for the most part a 
group of farmers and their sons. In the 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's, 90's and even 2000's they hunted both 
weeks of buck season, killing usually 8 to 12 bucks. They didn't shoot does. Many people would drive 
West on Rt. 192 to these cabins every night to see what each cabin shot that day. That has stopped 
many years ago as most of these cabins don't even open their doors for deer season. 

In early 2016, the Pennsylvania Game Commission at a legislative hearing told the legislators that 
most hunters across the state are very satisfied with the PGC Deer Management program, and that is 
second to none in the United States. They also reported that no hunters come to the quarterly PGC 
public meeting complaining about the deer management plan. For years I traveled to Harrisburg and 
had my 5 minutes of fame speaking to the PGC Commissioners. I can remember when over 100 
sportsmen were there to complain about the deer program. Nothing changed and years later hunters 
realized that they were wasting their time traveling many miles to Harrisburg and getting no change. 
That is why no one attends these meetings anymore. 

When they started the deer management plan 16 years ago PGC Commissioners told the hunters 
"give us five years", if it doesn't work to improve the habitat on state lands we will change the program. 
Five years came and went with no changes and deer numbers kept getting worst on public lands. After 
10 or 12 years, the PGC came out and said that they now realize it wasn't the deer that was keeping the 
habitat from improving but they still continue the deer program. In recent years, the PGC has said that 
they will make major changes to the deer program but when the meetings take place nothing changes. 

In the Fall of 2012, the House Finance Committee gave the results of a study that showed DCNR 
received $1.2 million dollars more for their new certified timber, which they got when the deer 
numbers on state forest lands were greatly reduced. The study showed that the PA economy loss $285 
million dollars every year. Multiply that by 16 years, l guess Pennsylvania doesn't need the money. For 
years now, businesses have closed, cabins are empty and "For Sale" and many people have lost their 
jobs because of this PGC Deer Management program. 

I have had three different tours with PGC Commissioners and DCNR Forester's and others here in 
Union County. In 2004, Gary Alt came for a full day tour along with PGC Vernon Ross and several PGC 
Commissioners. In 2005, PGC Commissioner Gregory lsbella and Commissioner Tom Boop and others 
spent a full Sunday here on a tour. Commissioner Isabella had a night scope with him and him and I 
went out after dark that night and traveled around in my vehicle for approximately 90 minutes and 
never saw a deer in once prime hunting area. That was 2005, and it is even worst today. In January 



2006, I took eight soil samples on Bald Eagle State Forest land along Rt. 192 here in Union County. The 
Penn State Extension Office tested the soil samples and results showed that the soil test average 4.16. 
Neutral soil (good soil) should test 7.0. A test result of 4.16 means that the soil is about 995 times more 
acidic than it should be to get new growth of plants or trees. Nothing ever came out of these test 
results. 

By passing HB2083 we can address both the PGC deer management plan and DCNR forestry practices. 

The PGC says that they need more revenue. I'm not sure that they should get any kind of an increase 
until we see all of their accounts including their escrow accounts (receipts for gas leasing). Before they 
get any license increase I think they need to have a independent audit of all financial accounts. 

They have lost 300,000 hunters in the past 16 years with their deer management program. When 
HB2083 passes, improvement will be seen in a very short time with the changes that will be made . 
Also, with DCNR being forced to get much more aggressive with forest cutting, burning and plantings 
things will improve as well. 

The PGC said in late July that if HB2083 passes they will likely use the $24 million dollars they receive 
yearly from the Pitman-Robertson funding. When you read the law, it seems that they may have 
opened a can of worms in that the law reads that anytime the wildlife management Is being changed 
and state legislature needs to approve of the change. Sixteen years ago, when this plan went into effect 
I don't believe that Pa State Legislature had any thing to do with it. 

It's time to pass HB2083 and not only greatly improve our deer hunting but, habitat for all animals 
and all birds on state lands. Let's bring the jobs, open up the cabins and improve the economy for the 
state of Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania hunters deserve better. 

An invitation to you to come to Union County for a tour or better yet come and hunt bear at our 
cabin with us and just see how bad the deer numbers are and how bad the habitat is here in the Bald 
Eagle State Forest. 

Thank You for our time! 
Philip Wagner 
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