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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on House Bill 2083. For the reasons outlined below, the Ruffed Grouse 

Society opposes this legislation as currently drafted. 

The creation of the proposed Forest and Wildlife Advisory Council and the hiring of a private entity designated as the 

Forest and Wildlife Advisory Service will add another layer of bureaucracy in the management of our state lands. The 

wording for the formation of the Council represents only hunting and fishing interests, and membership on said Council 

has no consideration for professional education or experience in management of natural resources including but not 

limited to forest and wildlife conservation. Introducing a private entity to direct the management of state lands will put 

our natural resources in jeopardy of mismanagement at the local and ecosystem levels. Our natural resources could be 

managed in the absence of the best available science. Highly qualified personnel within the Pennsylvania Game 

Commission would be unable to utilize their skills and the communication with partners inhibited as programs, projects 

and ultimate decisions would be dictated by the proposed Council. 

County-level management units would compromise the ability to fully consider physiographic regional differences and the 

more general differing forest types. Flora and fauna do not recognize county, state or federal boundaries. 

Incorporating the MSY (Maximum Sustained Yield) management concept, first developed in the 1930's and abandoned 

shortly thereafter as being impractical, is quite simply a proposal to increase the deer population with little regard to 

overall forest health. Our forests demonstrate the legacy effect of overabundance of deer from past practices. The 

increase in vegetative diversity evident from long-term studies demonstrate the resilience of our native flora. Increasing 

deer herd numbers could severely retard this rebound in diversity. Vegetative diversity is the cornerstone for wildlife 

diversity and population viability to ensure our natural resources for future generations of Pennsylvanians and destination 

tourism. 

It is for these above stated reasons the Ruffed Grouse Society is opposed to HB 2083. Again, thank you for the 

opportunity to comment on this proposed legislation. 


