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Dear Chairman Metcalfe and members of the House State Government Committee: 

On behalf of the Pennsylvania members, organizations and businesses that support the Sportsmen's Alliance, I am 
writing in strong opposition to House Bill 2083. The Sportsmen's Alliance is a national, non-profit advocacy 
organization protecting the rights of Americans to hunt, fish and trap. The Alliance has been a key organization on 
many important issues to Pennsylvania sportsmen and women including the creation of mentored hunting, 
protection of sporting dog kennels, and reforms to small games of chance laws to permit conservation 
organizations to continue raising funds. 

We strongly oppose House Bill 2083 because it dismantles the most successful model of wildlife conservation in 
the entire world. The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation is based upon the concept that wildlife 
resources are owned by the people, managed by professional biologists to enhance habitat and provide 
recreational opportunities. This system, which is utilized by all fifty states, resulted in unprecedeoted recovery of 
both game and nongame wildlife, and has made Pennsylvania one of the top hunting states in the country. 

The North American Model functions as a non-political system of management, putting the needs of wildlife, 
habitat, and the sportsmen and women who fund the system first, ahead of the constantly changing political 
environment that can exist in state capitols. In addition to hunting opportunities, the North American Model 
created an economic engine that pumps nearly $1 Billion each year which supports more than 15,000 jobs. 

House Bill 2083 threatens wildlife, habitat and the hunting economy by replacing the current system described 
above, and replacing it with a politically driven system controlled by untrained advisors who will dictate wildlife 
management policies to the Pennsylvania Game Commission. While HB 2083 is aimed only at white-tailed deer 
management, it established a precedent that can easily be expanded to other game species and other wildlife 
including endangered species. 

Establishing a precedent that takes management authority away from wildlife experts each time there is some 
disagreement over policy will also result in volatile swings in wildlife management based on which party, faction or 
group holds the reins of power each legislative session in Pennsylvania. This is exactly the result the North 
American Model was created to prevent. 

House Bill 2083 also likely threatens Pennsylvania's share of excise tax revenues from the federal government that 
come from the purchase of firearms, ammunition and archery equipment. The funds, known as Pittman Robertson 
funds are administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which mandates that wildlife and habitat be managed 
scientifically. 

House Bill 2083 is an unnecessary and likely harmful expansion of state government at a time when the public is 
demanding legislators give citizens efficiency. For all of these reasons, The Sportsmen's Alliance, and its 
Pennsylvania members ask for your No Vote on this bill. I am happy to answer any questions you may have. : 

Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

Evan Heusinkveld 
CEO, Sportsmen's Alliance 
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