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The Kinzua Quality Deer Cooperative (KQDC) would like to submit the following comments on House Bill 

2083. We would like these comments to become part of the record for the September 20, 2016 hearing 

on this Bill. 

The Kinzua Quality Deer Cooperative is a group of public and private landowners, scientists, hunters, and 

others brought together to explore ways to improve deer herd quality, forest ecosystem health, and the 

hunting experience on 74,000 acres in McKean County. For 16 years we have applied the best available 

science to managing deer and forest ecosystems, working closely with Pennsylvania Game Commission 

managers and biologists to meet our mutual goals. 

The KQDC and the PGC have not always seen "eye-to-eye" but we've listened to each other and 

cooperated to reach mutual goals. PGC has implemented some of the best current science through 

regulations creating antler restrictions, two-week concurrent buck/doe seasons, the Deer Management 

Assistance Program (DMAP), additional hunting opportunities for youth, seniors, muzzleloader hunters, 

and crossbow hunters, and new Wildlife Management Units based on landforms and ecological 

conditions. The KQDC has implemented an on-the-ground monitoring program that measures the 

effectiveness of these science based initiatives. Scientists from as far away as Japan, China, and Sweden 

have visited the KQOC to see, first hand, how this cooperative relationship is working and the success we 

have achieved. 

House Bill 2083 would drastically change this successful collaborative relationship between landowners, 

hunters, scientists and the PGC by establishing a council that contracts with a wildlife advisory service 

and Imposes a discredited management philosophy. This Bill simply shuts down working relationships 

between most Pennsylvania landowners, hunters, scientists, and PGC leaving a handful of council 

members and a contracted advisory service to make all wildlife and habitat decisions and policies. 

Practical application of the maximum sustained yield (MSV) philosophy is Impossible In a public setting, 

where seasons and bag limits must be set too far in advance to predict the carrying capacity of a 

landscape that varies with acorn production and other unforeseeable variables (see 

http :ljecosystems.psu .edu/research/projects/deer /news/2016/ri p-msy-2013-you-were-not-meant-for

the-real-world) . 

The Bill would gut the successful DMAP program on the KQDC since both Bradford Water Authority 

lands and a portion of Allegheny National Forest lands are within the KQOC. Statewide, hunter 

opportunity would be drastically reduced by this change. 

Furthermore, HB2083 adds layers to government bureaucracy escalating costs and duplicating services 

that are already in place and functioning properly. Hunters' dollars should not be used to pay for an 

expensive wildlife advisory service of unknown quality when Pennsylvania hunters already have an 

agency staffed with very capable hardworking biologists most of whom have been educated in 

Pennsylvania's universities and whose work is highly regarded nationwide. In 2010 PGC's deer 

management program was evaluated by the independent Wildlife Management Institute and given an A 

rating. 
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We strongly recommend that the Committee on State Government vote against HB 2083. We also 

extend an invitation to all Pennsylvania legislators interested in seeing science-based deer management 

on-the-ground to come visit the KQDC. We are very willing to organize a field tour for anyone 

interested. 

KQDC Director 


