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Thank you so much for inviting me here to talk about a program that I love and 
makes a real difference in the lives of my students. 
 
I bring you greetings from the Kensington area of Philadelphia. I want to start with a 
little background on my school. My Kensington Health Sciences Academy is located 
in one of the poorest congressional districts in the United States. Whenever poverty 
is a part of any conversation we know that challenges are exponentially increased.  
 
Even during difficult budget cuts we worked to partner with various organizations 
to fill the funding gaps that were created. We have a wonderful partnership with the 
University of Pennsylvania. Over a third on my staff were trained at UPenn. Not 
knowing anything else about my school, just knowing that Penn is involved has 
raised the bar.   We have a Penn Futures grant with them and as a result of that 
grant we practice instructional rounds and every classroom uses some form of 
blended learning.  
 
We have a partnership with City Year that allows two Americorp Vistas in every 9th 
and 10th grade classrooms to assist the teachers. We have a college access center 
that is responsible for helping to develop a college going culture for all students 
their first day of starting high school. That organization is called 12 Plus.  
 
And while those organizations are very important to us nothing has served my 
school greater than developing CTE programming.  
 
We currently have three programs of study, HRT, Dental, and Pharmacy Tech. We 
told our students that if they embrace what we are sharing with them we will 
develop unique pathways for them. So much so that 31 students do not come to 
school on Fridays. They report to St. Christopher’s Hospital for paid internships.  
 
The students who are involved in the Pharmacy Tech program will have a chance to 
do unpaid internships at CVS while they are in high school. If they are successful 
(and they better be) they will be invited to do an externship once they graduate 
from high school starting at 35K a year. That is huge!  
 
The Pharmacy School at Temple is so supportive that for every student who does an 
externship, Temple is committed to providing a unique pathway for each of them to 
attend the Pharmacy School at Temple! I can not tell you how HUGE this is for our 
credibility and our program. 
 
Hope is something that many urban kids lack. They see the social unrest that is 
taking place in our country and they don’t know what to believe or how to interpret 
what’s happening. They believe that the American Dream is for others.  
 



They, sometimes often act out of frustration and confusion. I remember growing up 
believing that if I worked hard that I could have a house, a white picket fence, and 
2.5 children.  
 
CTE programming is something that my school has used to help create hope for 
students who formerly felt hopeless. And when you can look into the eyes of our 
students and see hope, especially when you know that previously there was none, 
that is a beautiful thing.   
 
Finally thank you for the recent budget agreement that brought back $50 million in 
additional funding for Philadelphia schools.  I am seeing first hand how that money 
is being spent as part of the School District of Philadelphia’s $35 million effort to 
bring new textbooks into classrooms.  I have seen first hand the difference it is 
already making . 
 
Despite the successes we’ve had in recent years, we still have more work to do to 
continue to provide quality education to students. We look forward to your ongoing 
support in this critical effort. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to your questions. 
 
 
 


