
TESTIMONY to the House Professional Licensure Committee 

Good morning Chairwoman Harhart, Chairman Readshaw and members of the House Professional 

Ucensure Committee. My name is Betsy Snook and I have been a registered nurse for more than 30 

years. I am the CEO of the Pennsylvania State Nurses Association (PSNA), the State's leading professional 

nursing organization representing more than 219,000 RNs in our Commonwealth, as well as the 

associated health interests of the patients we serve. 

PSNA opposes HB 1851, which intends to amend the Nurse Practice Act by adding an additional 

licensure for diabetes educators. PSNA recommends that: 

• No additional licensure for diabetes educator be added to the Nurse Practice Act 

• Certification in diabetes education should continue to be a voluntary process and strongly 

encouraged for those practicing in that specialty area 

There may be some confusion among lay persons and the general public regarding the terms licensure 

and certification. While they are often used interchangeably, significant differences exist. 

The following are two hallmarks of certification: 

1. Certification is a voluntary process. 

2. Certification is offered by a private organization. It is the organization's purpose is to provide the 

public with information on those who have successfully completed the agency's certification process 

and have met its specified standard. This standard usually includes education, experience and an 

examination of knowledge, skills and abilities needed to obtain the desire certification. The 

certification attests that the individual has demonstrated a certain level of mastery of a specific 

body of knowledge within a relevant field of knowledge. When the individual meets the standard, he 

or she receives certification. 

Nearly every healthcare profession has some form of professional certification offered to its members. 

Registered nurses are no different. The American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) has more than 25 

"specialty certifications" ranging from cardiac rehabilitation, advanced diabetes management, home 

health, psychiatric mental health and school nursing. 
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The following are four hallmarks of licensure: 

• Licensure is a non-voluntary process. 

• Licensure is regulated by a government agency. 

• The State grants legal authority to practice a profession within a designated scope of practice 

required to ensure public health, safety and welfare. 

• Licensure prohibits anyone from practicing the profession who is not licensed, regardless of whether 

or not the individual has been certified by a private organization. 

Confusion often arises between licensure and certification because many states refer to their licensure 

processes as "certification," particularly when they incorporate the standards and requirements of 

private certifying bodies in their licensure statutes and require that an individual be certified in order to 

have state authorization to practice, much like our advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) in 

Pennsylvania. 

Those licensed registered nurses who choose to specialize in diabetes care and education often have 

become certified through a private certifying body. However, all registered nurses within the 

Commonwealth are able to provide diabetes education as a part of their current scope of practice. In 

fact, there are many licensed professionals within the Commonwealth who can (and do) provide 

diabetes education within their scope of practice. This includes pharmacists, MDs, ODs, dieticians, 

APRNs, podiatrists, etc. 

Additionally, the American Association of Diabetes Educators states in their eligibility requirements that, 

in order to become a certified diabetes educator, one must be an eligible healthcare professional (i.e., 

nurse, dietician, pharmacist, occupational or physical therapist, etc.) 

PSNA understands the rationale behind this bill concerning the need for more certified diabetes 

educators. However, there is no need to license a new healthcare profession to achieve what can be 

achieved by the numerous healthcare professionals licensed to do so. Passing a bill such as this will 

actually limit the number of diabetes educators. Therefore, PSNA opposes HB 1851. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit our testimony. We will take questions at this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Betsy M. Snook, MEd, BSN, RN 

Pennsylvania State Nurses Association 

CEO 
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