
Madame Chair Harhart and members of the House Li censure Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to address the topic oflicensure for music therapists in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. As an Assistant Professor of Music Therapy at Slippery Rock 
University in Butler County, co-owner of a small music therapy business in Allegheny County, 
and co-chair of the Pennsylvania Task Force on Occupational Regulation for Music Therapy, this 
topic is of vital interest to me and to my profession. Music therapists in Pennsylvania are 
fortunate to have leadership in the Capitol who are attentive to concerns of our profession. 

I am writing to you today to provide an overview of the education and clinical training of music 
therapists in the Commonwealth. All music therapy programs must be approved by the American 
Music Therapy Association (AMTA, www.musictherapy.org) and are accredited by the National 
Association of Schools of Music (NASM, http://nasm.arts-accredit.org!). Pennsylvania is a 
leader in the country in terms of music therapy education. We have the highest number of music 
therapy schools in the United States within Pennsylvania, with the following Pennsylvania 
schools providing music therapy programs (asterisk indicates universities offering a graduate 
degree in music therapy): 

• Drexel University* 
• Duquesne University 
• Edinboro University (beginning Fall 2016) 
• Elizabethtown College 
• Immaculata University* 
• Marywood University 
• Mercyhurst University 
• Seton Hill University 
• Slippery Rock University* 
• Temple University* 

Music therapy students are required to complete four years (or its equivalent) of coursework in 
music, music therapy, psychology, special education, and anatomy and physiology. Next, music 
therapy students must complete a 6-month, 1040 hour music therapy internship under the 
supervision of a board-certified music therapist (MT-BC). After completing the required 
university coursework and clinical training hours, music therapists are eligible to take a national 
board certification exam administered by the Certification Board for Music Therapists (CBMT, 
www.cbmt.org). The CBMT became fully accredited in 1986 by the National Commission for 
Certifying Agencies (NCCA) and is a subsidiary of the Institute for Credentialing Excellence 
(ICE). The rigorous CBMT exam is based upon specific competencies and domains within the 
music therapy Scope of Practice (http://cbmt.org1#). Upon successful completion of the CBMT 
exam, the credential "MT-BC"--Music Therapist-Board Certified--is issued. In order to maintain 
this credential, the music therapist must complete 100 hours of continuing education every five 
years, work within the Scope of Music Therapy Practice, follow the AMT A Code of Ethics, and 
abide by the CBMT Code of Professional Practice. 

Over 41,000 Pennsylvania residents receive music therapy each year from over 450 music 
therapists, serving over 300 facilities across the Commonwealth. These music therapists work in 
a variety of settings including neonatal intensive care units (NICU), early intervention teams, 
special education classrooms, group homes, medical hospitals, psychiatric hospitals, nursing 
homes, and hospice/palliative care units. In addition, many music therapists create small 
businesses in their local communities by opening up private practices. 



Given Pennsylvania's strong academic training programs, one should expect that we have 
equally strong employment opportunities for our graduates. In a recent 2016 survey by the 
Pennsylvania Task Force of Occupational Regulation for Music Therapy, over 30% of 
respondents reported they had difficulty obtaining employment as a music therapist in 
Pennsylvania. Additionally, music therapy graduates from Pennsylvania universities are having 
to leave the Commonwealth in order to obtain full-time employment. In this survey, only 29% of 
graduates from Pennsylvania music therapy schools found full-time employment as a music 
therapist in the Commonwealth. Additionally, lack oflicensure in Pennsylvania has meant that 
graduates from Pennsylvania schools are often not able to apply for music therapy positions that 
require licensure. It is essential that we stop the "brain drain" that is occurring in Pennsylvania 
and encourage the talented music therapy graduates from the 10 music therapy schools in 
Pennsylvania by helping our PA graduates stay in PA, fill and create jobs in PA, and serve PA 
citizens. 

Officially recognizing music therapy, through state Iicensure, would protect consumers in 
Pennsylvania by limiting the potential for harm to Pennsylvania citizens by ensuring that only 
those qualified therapists can call themselves "music therapists" or say they offer "music 
therapy." Music therapy licensure would allow employers, potential employers, and private 
citizens to feel confident in the training and education of the music therapists they employ to 
work with their loved ones. 

So for these reasons, I strongly urge you to support HB 1438 and vote "yes" for music therapy 
Ii censure. 
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