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Dear Chairwoman Harhart and Chairman Readshaw and the members of the 
Professional Licensure Committee; 

My name is Kyle Evans and I am President of F. Wackenhut Co. Please accept 
my written testimony in support ofHB-1357~ the State Licensure of Plumbers. I 
have been employed in the plumbing industry for a little over 20 years. My father 
who is 83 this year and still working in the business has been a plumber for 
66years and God willing many more. Ours is a family plumbing business that has 
spanned over 101 years. 

Can you imagine calling a contractor to your house who you think is a licensed 
professional only to find out later that he or she isn't. It happens everyday in 
Pennsylvania more so now than ever. Suspicious people are using the PA HIC 
"registration" as a means to secure permits for specialties they know little about. 
Pennsylvania consumers are unfortunately the victims. 

What if a New Jersey legislator was allowed to come to your district, solicit your 
constituents, and go home without paying any PA taxes. Silly, right? As plumbers 
in Pennsylvania this is an issue we deal with everyday. NJ plumbers (as well as all 
the plumbers in the surrounding states) can come to PA, perform their work, and 
leave the State possibly without ever paying their fair share of state taxes to 
Pennsylvania. Yet PA plumbers cannot go to NJ to work because they do not 
recognize our licenses. PA IS LOSING MILLIONS IN TAX REVENUE DUE TO 
THIS!! 

Not only are we as a State losing mill ions in tax revenue to out of state contractors 
but we are forgoing the opportunity to generate other monies as well . Having a 
centralized license would most importantly protect the Pennsylvania consumer. 

My degree is in Political Science and I understand the importance of having a 
centralized state government. Some do not. Some even call for its abolition. 
Nonsense, right? Why is it then having unlicensed professionals in the plumbing 
trade, a trade whose men and women "protect the health of the nation", allowed to 
proliferate year after year. I implore you to ask someone, anyone, if they know 
plumbers in PA are not licensed by the state. Invariably the reaction is one of 
disbeliefl ! 

I ask that you do right by both plumbing professionals and the consumers of 
Pennsylvania and vote in favor of House Bill #1357. 

Thank You and Happy Holidays, 
R. Kyle Evans 


