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Dear Chairwoman Harhart and Chairman Readshaw and the members of the 

Professional Licensure Committee: 

My Name James McStravock please accept my written testimony in support of 

HB-1357~ the State Licensure of Plumbers. 

This may seem strange receiving testimony from someone from Texas, please let 

me explain why and give you some background information. 

I opened my Plumbing Company in Philadelphia in 1986 and operated until 

September 2014. 1 have been involved in many plumbing organizations and 

served on many boards. 

In that time we paid thousands each year in license fees to each municipality we 

worked in and we never complained. Not until HIC registration started. For me 

that's when I got more involved in trying to get this legislation passed. Please Jet 

me explain why. 

1. The HIC law allows anyone that registers and pay's the fee to call 

themselves a plumbing company without any work history or background 

in the plumbing industry. I saw firsthand how consumers were taken 

advantage of with shoddy work. Work without permit, taking deposit and 

not completing work. This law was supposed to protect the consumer but it 
has done just the opposite. There is no verification of any kind with 

insurance or background of company. 

2. It has tied the hands of many municipality's that previously would require a 

master plumber to execute the process. Now with the HIC anyone with this 

registration number in many municipality's can receive a building permit, 



plumbing permit, electrical permit all with that one number and no 

background in any of these trades. For example my former excavator I used 

(basically day labor) had to register for HIC and now has been able to pull 

plumbing permits. PLUMBERS PROTECT THE HEALTH OF THE NATION. 

3. This legislation would only enhance HIC registration. Consumers would 

know that the person preforming plumbing has been tested, licensed and 

qualified to perform work safely. 

Another key component in this legislation for me would be the Reciprocity. 

1. Living in tristate region I would bid against companies from New Jersey 

and Delaware not normally a problem it's fair competition. WRONG. I 
would bid work in New Jersey & Delaware only to be told your license is 

no good here. After fifteen in business I looked at doing work in New 

Jersey I was told you need to start your training over again with a New 

Jersey Master plumber and wait five years to take the test. But they are 

allowed to come to Pennsylvania and work. This is not fair trade 

practice. 

2. I have a friend that owned plumbing company in Pennsylvania. He 

crossed the bridge into New Jersey in his company truck only to be 

pulled over by state police. He was told that they are impounding his 

vehicle because he had no business license. They would let him leave if 

he paid a $ 10,000.00 tax. He asked does that tax allow me to now work 

in New Jersey and he was told no. 

3. Since moving to Texas I work with many plumbing companies from all 

over the United States. That is because it has Texas State Board of 

Plumbing Examiners. That is because they have reciprocity with other 

states that have a state license. I myself tried to get my Texas plumbing 

license and was denied because Pennsylvania does not have a state 

license. 

4. Pennsylvania is only one of six states that does not have a state 

plumbing license. 



In closing, I again ask you to please support the passage of House Bill #1357 as I 

feel it is an important step to not only protect the consumers of the 

Commonwealth but to promote the business interest of all Professional Plumbers 

and Plumbing Contractors in the State of Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely, 

James McStravock 
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