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Dear Chaiiwoman Harhart and Chainnan Readshaw and the members of the 
Professional Licensure Committee: 

My name is David Parkes and I am President of David G. Parkes Co. Please 
accept my written testimony in support ofHB-1357, the State Licensure of Plumbers. I 
have been in the plumbing/HVAC industry for 18 years. I started working for my father 
when I was about I 5. I started learning the trade with him long before that. I hold a 
Philadelphia Master Plumbers license and operate a small company of 4 people. 

I am writing this letter to explain some of the benefits of a state wide license. It is 
important for many reasons. A state wide license will provide safety for the customer 
and the contractor. For the customer, they would be able to check that a contractor is 
licensed to work on plumbing/hvac and are properly trained to do so. We are asked 
what seems to be monthly or more to repair something that another "contractor" has 
installed. This poses a significant safety and health problem. We work on gas piping, 
water piping, drainage, exhaust piping and electricity. All of these types of work can be 
dangerous and potentially deadly if not handled properly. As for helping the contractor, 
this will provide a way of eliminating some contractors that are not qualified to do the 
work that licensed professionals (who pay taxes!!!) have spent years learning and 
following building codes. Therefore there would be more demand for true professionals. 

Another benefit of this license would be consistency of training, testing and 
following codes in the field. As is currently, it seems that every township has a code 
that is followed but there are small differences that an individual from the township adds 
in. It can become difficult when pricing a job and installation. Also, many townships 
will allow contractors licensed in other states to perfonn work in PA. The bordering 
stated do not currently honor our license. 
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This plan would generate tax dollars for the state. Currently we 
need to register in every township we work. On a smaller job this 
can increase the cost or cause the job to go to another contractor. 
This money could be used for education or infrastructure repair. 

In closing, I again ask you to please support the passage of House Bill #1357 as I feel it 
is an important step to not only protect the consumers of the Commonwealth but to 
promote the business interest of all Professional Plumbers and Plumbing Contractors in 
the State of Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely, 

David G. Parkes 
David G. Parkes Co. 
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