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Good morning, Chairwoman Harhart, Chairman Readshaw and 

members of the House Professional Licensure Committee. 

My name is Abe Amoros and I am the PA Legislative Director for the 

Laborers' International Union of North America also known as LiUNA, the 

most progressive and fastest-growing union of construction workers and one 

of the most diverse and effective unions representing public service employees. 

Our members are on the forefront of the construction industry- a 

sector that is a powerhouse of 12 million workers producing 5 percent of our 

countries' economic output. 

A half-million strong, we are united through collective bargaining 

agreements which help us earn family-supporting pay, good benefits and the 

opportunity for advancement and better lives. 
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Today we reluctantly provide testimony against HB 1357 not because 

the idea is bad on the surface but because we fear that a statewide plumbing 

board and its adoptions will supersede local jurisdictions that will eventually 

cost our members jobs. 

We also favor the current International Plumbing Code that has been 

adopted throughout Pennsylvania. 

The IPC is the only plumbing code coordinated with the other ICC 

codes (I-Codes) making the design, plan review, installation and inspection 

process easier for the daily users of the codes while continuing to ensure the 

high level of safety needed for our community. 

This also allows our members to participate in on-site jobs that focus on 

installation. 

Allegheny County, for instance, already adopts several I-Codes 

including the International Building Code and International Residential Code. 

Adopting any other code that is not correlated with the rest of the I-Codes will 

create hardships in the building community. 

The 2015 IPC allows for plumbing flexibility using a variety of methods. 

These methods require less time for installation and reduce the number of 

required fittings thereby saving money for our citizens and creating economic 
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opportunity for our businesses and the construction workers of Pennsylvania 

while maintaining an exceptionally high standard for safety. 

Unlike the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), the IPC is promulgated 

using a government consensus process. The IPC is created in forums of debate 

and refinement that reflect the experience and expertise of code officials, 

architects, engineers, designers, plumbers, manufacturers, electricians, fire 

officials, contractors, and many others. 

The result is the nation's preeminent plumbing code, which is adopted 

in 35 states (including Pennsylvania) plus Washington D.C., Puerto Rico, and 

Guam. 

Please know, however, that the most important objection we have to the 

bill is the possibility of losing jobs throughout Pennsylvania. We feel that 

Section 302.6 could be interpreted as allowing for too much flexibility in 

overturning current codes and creating an environment that is restrictive to 

the Laborers. 

Thank you for your time this morning. 
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