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Testimony of the Pennsylvania Physical Therapy Association 

As president of the Pennsylvania Physical Therapy Association rPPTA"), I ask that you please allow 
this letter to serve as the PPTA's testimony regarding House Bill 765 ("HB 765") and include this 
letter as part of the official record of the House Professional Ucensure Committee Hearing of 
October 22, 2015. HB 765 is of interest to the PPTA and its members in that, as the PPTA 
understands the legislation, HB 765 removes the requirement for a collaborative or written 
agreement between the certified registered nurse practitioner and the physician. The PPT A has 
concerns over the unintended consequences of HB 765 for the reasons set forth below. 

Pennsylvania law regarding the practice of physical therapy provides in part that, subject to an 
exception for the practice of physical therapy without a referral, a physical therapist shall not treat 
human ailments by physical therapy or otherwise except by the referral of an individual licensed as a 
physician, a licensed physician assistant practicing pursuant to a written agreement with a physician 
or a certified registered nurse practitioner practicing pursuant to a collaborative agreement with a 
physician. See 63 P.S. § 1309 (2015) Emphasis added. The PPTA believes that the passage of HB 
765 in its current form, which eliminates certain language regarding the collaborative agreement with 
a physician, may lead to unintended consequences regarding a physical therapist's ability to take a 
referral from a certified registered nurse practitioner. While the PPTA does not oppose the 
underlying premise of HB 765, we would ask that the Committee be cognizant of the fact that the 
passage of HB 765 in its current form may result in certain patients under the care of a certified 
registered nurse practitioner from being unable to access medically necessary physical therapy 
services through a referral from the treating provider. The PPTA believes that this Jack of access to 
physical therapy services will have adverse consequences for the health care consumer. We 
respectfully ask that the Committee consider this issue as it considers HB 765. 

Thank you for allowing the PPT A the opportunity to provide written testimony regarding this 
legislation. Please do not hesitate to contact me directly should you have any questions regarding 
the PPTA's position on HB 765. 

Very truly yours, 

PENNSYLVANIA PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION 

By: Isl Gregory L. Waite 
Gregory L. Waite PT, DPT, PPTA President 




