
October 7, 2014 

PHILLIPS ASSOCIATES 
3610 Kent Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 

717 /346-1063 FAX 717 /232-7005 
E-mail: xenobun@aol.com 

TO: Honorable Julie Harhart and Honorable Harry Readshaw 
Members of the House Committee on Professional Licensure 

FR: Vince Phillips vL......c,e PnLLLLps 
Lobbyist, PA Association of Professional Soil Scientists 

I respectfully request that this letter be included as part of the formal record of the House 
Professional Licensure Committee hearing on House Bill 1447, Printer's Number 1876. This is 
written on behalf of the PA Association of Professional Soil Scientists (P APSS), whose members are 
professional soil scientists and who work closely in the field with surveyors, professional geologists, and 
engineers. It is not uncommon to have a firm including individual professionals from all four professions. 
As such, P APSS would like to comment on this piece of legislation. 

Independent of comments made by presenters on specific provisions of House Bill 1447, PAPSS asks that 
the House Committee on Professional Licensure take no formal action to move this bill during the 
remainder of this legislative session. Our suggestion to delay action stems from our belief that the 
committee had looked at another area involving the Engineer, Land Surveyor and Geologist Registration 
Law, House Bill 997 sponsored by Rep. Scott Petri (Bucks County). Put another way, we believe that 
House Bill 997 is unfinished business and that action on HB 144 7 is premature given that other legislation 
is already pending. PAPSS holds that it is an efficient use of the committee's time and resources to look 
at changes to existing law comprehensively rather than piece by piece. 

Specifically, House Bill 997 defines the practice of professional soil science and regulates that profession 
by altering the makeup of the regulatory body to include professional soil scientists. In our view, the 
House Professional Licensure Committee should consider both HB 1447 and HB 997 together since they 
amend the same statute. On May 7, 2014, the committee convened a hearing on soil scientist legislation 
and subsequently, an amendment was drafted (but not introduced) to address issues raised at the hearing. 
In our view, the committee should look at the Engineer, Land Surveyor and Geologist Registration Law 
next session rather than looking at separate pieces of legislation, each of which might address only one 
component of this statute. 

It is P APSS' position that the licensing of soil scientists is necessary to protect the consumer, provide a 
high degree of professionalism and ethics, and promote the use of basic standards within the soil science 
community. The P APSS Board of Directors released "The Case for Licensing of Soil Scientists in PA" 
as a reference. While PA DEP and municipal regulations, guidance documents, and municipal ordinances 
have recognized and adopted the term "soil scientist" and "professional soil scientist", there is no 
universal definition. 

Thus, the PA Association of Professional Soil Scientists respectfully ask that the House Committee on 
Professional Licensure NOT take any formal action on House Bill 1447 at this time but consider the 
substance of both HB 1447 and HB 997 when reporting bills amending the Engineer, Land Surveyor and 
Geologist Registration Law. 




