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Testimony of Educational Stability for Foster Care Youth 
 

In 2010, the Office of Children Youth and Families issued a bulleting in regards to 
Educational Stability and Continuity of Children Received Services from the County Children 
and Youth Agency including the use of an Education Screen.  The purpose was to clarify the 
responsibilities of CYA’s regarding the educational stability of children serviced through the 
agency.  This bulletin was in response to the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing 
Adoptions Act of 2008.   Each county agency was required to appoint a staff member within the 
agency to be trained in educational issues and be the Educational Liaison for the agency.  I was 
appointed as the Educational Liaison for Monroe County. 

The purpose of this testimony is to discuss the current strengths, barriers and challenges 
in regards to providing educational stability for children and youth involved with the CYS 
agency.   

The main strength involves schools and CYS caseworkers having one person to go to at 
the county agency in regards to questions surrounding the educational process.  All county 
school districts were provided with the contact information of the CYS education liaison and I 
extended an invitation to all of the school districts in 2010 to meet and discuss what my role 
would be.  This was well met with two of the four schools and one school district hosted a 
meeting with all of the school districts, purchase provider agencies as well myself to discuss 
concerns and other issues revolving around school stability.  The plan was to conduct these 
meetings on a bi-yearly basis but there were no more meetings following that initial one. 

The challenges and barriers regarding educational stability are as follows: 
• Enrollment process – schools are requiring the agency to provide more 

information than is required under the enrollment BEC (Basic Education 
Circulars).  This delays the child’s enrollment..  Often when the child comes into 
foster care, the required documentation is not available.  Schools are not flexible 
with CYS agency’s to get child enrolled. 

• With the passage of Fostering Connections, CYS agencies are responsible for 
placing siblings together as well as maintaining their educational placement.   

o In 12/13 school year – there was greater stability with children in foster 
care remaining in their home schools as the schools were allowing foster 
children to remain under McKinney-Vento. 

o In 13/14 school year – there was less educational stability and less use of 
McKinney-Vento.  More siblings were placed together in foster care 
which affected school stability. 

• Availability of foster homes within school districts to allow the child to be placed 
within their home school district. 

• If child remains in home school under McKinney-Vento, once the child has been 
adjudicated dependent, the schools are stating that the child now has a fixed place 



to reside and will not continue to provide transportation.  Although the foster 
parent gets reimbursed for transporting, this is a very difficult and time 
consuming process. 

• Caseworkers do not have the training in the educational process to be able to fully 
advocate for the child.  There is no training available for new caseworkers when 
they complete the required 120 hours of training through the CWRTC (Child 
Welfare Resource Training Center).  When the caseworkers attend meetings at the 
school, they are unfamiliar with education language and cannot fully participate in 
the meeting.  This makes it difficult to ensure that the educational needs of the 
child are being met. 

• Mental health placements for child rarely maintain school stability.  This results 
in further issues with the stability of the child in that new services need to be 
implemented to meet their needs in their new school setting. 

• Schools do not invite parents to IEP and other special education meetings if the 
child is in foster care.  The caseworker is invited along with the foster parents.  
The schools also attempt to have the caseworker sign off on special education 
paperwork when it is clearly stated that they cannot.  New Caseworkers (without 
any training) do not know that they cannot sign and often to do. 

• Schools tend to contact the caseworker when they are having difficulty with a 
child in their school setting.  Extra measures to handle the child’s behavior are not 
addressed if there is a caseworker who can just come and pick up the child. 

• Communication is a major barrier between schools and CYS agency caseworkers.  
Confidentiality adds to the communication barrier. This is for both entities 
communicating effectively with each other. 

• Children who are in foster care placements take longer to graduate.  When the 
youth move from one school to another throughout their placement history, 
credits are lost which impedes their ability to graduate on time.  Different schools 
have different criteria for graduation which also causes a delay in earning enough 
credits to graduate.  For those youth who are coming out of a residential facility, 
the process is more difficult as schools do not honor the credits received while 
attending school through the RTF. 

• The education screening tool is not being used by this agency.  The tool was 
developed as part of the Educational stability bulletin but then it was not required 
to be used.  Many caseworkers are unaware that such a tool exists.  The tool 
would be beneficial for the caseworkers to ensure that all of the youth’s 
educational needs are being met. 

• Most of the statistics and barriers that are recognized across the country exist 
within our state agencies.   

The primary focus needs to be on implementing a process between schools and CYS agencies for 
more open communication and collaboration to ensure educational stability for children and 
youth being serviced by County CYS agencies.  Ongoing training for Educational Liaisons is 
also an important factor to consider to improving outcomes.  Having regional meetings as well as 
state wide meetings would help to ensure that educational stability is being held as a primary 
concern.   

 
 


