
Testimony before PA State Government Committee on Paycheck Protection 

Prepared by: Teri Adams, President and Co-founder, Independence Hall Tea Party Association 

Don Adams, Co-founder, Independence Hall Tea Party Association 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Committee Members, 

On behalf of the Independence Hall Tea Party Association Board of Directors, we thank you for 

the opportunity to appear before you today and to submit testimony on Behalf of House Bill 

1507, the Paycheck Protection Bill. 

Our story is a personal and improbable one that found us in an adversarial position vis-a-vis 

several Philadelphia Unions on October 2, 1998, during a Presidential fundraising visit of Bill 

Clinton to Center City Philadelphia. 

My brother, Don, and I decided to travel to Center City that day, at the height of the Monica 

Lewinsky scandal, to voice our support for the impeachment of President Clinton. 

When we arrived at the scene on the afternoon in question, we immediately noticed a circus 

atmosphere which featured loud, boisterous music blaring from large speakers, as well as 

hundreds of Carpenters and Teamsters who appeared to be engaged in drinking and other 

party-like activities in and around several large parked buses. 

The union representatives made it known to us, from the outset, that they were there to 

support the President, and Hilary Clinton, and would stop at almost nothing to silence 

protesters. (We later learned in a deposition from then Mayor Ed Rendell that he had given 

them the specific order to "drown out protesters.") 

From the beginning, the raucous union crowd was menacing and threatening. Indeed, before 

our arrival, they already stolen the signs of several Clinton protesters and physically attacked 

two of them-an elderly gentleman, and another man by the name of Dr. Kevin Sterner. 

As mid-afternoon became late afternoon, a number of protesters, especially older ones, had 

begun to leave-not to prepare for dinner, mind you, but out of fear of the Teamsters, who, at 

that point, were verbally assaulting us with chants that included foul language, racist remarks, 

and threats. 



At around 5:30 PM, we finally saw an opportunity to appear before TV cameras with our 

message-"lmpeach Clinton now!" 

As we started to march towards the media staging ground, someone ripped my brother's sign 

out of his hands. When he turned around in an attempt to retrieve it, I also turned around. 

And that's when it happened. 

A large group of Teamsters, led by Teamster Local 115 leader Johnny Morris, surrounded us. 

After my brother demanded his sign back, Morris rammed a fedora hat over his head and face, 

blinding him to the onslaught that was to follow. The Teamsters then jumped both of us, 

knocking us to the ground. 

Then, roughly 8 Teamsters began punching and kicking us--aiming most of the blows at Don. 

crawled over to help shield him from the attack as he was lying flat on his back. 

The police, also union members, were slow to react-as they had been for most of the day. 

The media, from at least 5 different local stations, were filming the assault before it was finally 

broken up by what appeared to be under-cover agents on the scene. 

While I had sustained light injuries, my brother suffered a concussion, two swollen black eyes, 

as well as bruises and lacerations all over his body. 

The beating, which ironically took place underneath a statue of Philadelphia's peace-loving 

founder, William Penn, became a headline story and resulted in several charges, convictions, 

and civil suits. 

One of the most bizarre facts about the incident was that my brother, as a victim, was also 

charged with simple assault and other misdemeanors-and he was the only party to stand trial. 

Despite the obvious attempt to make him a scapegoat, he was found not guilty. 

Five Teamsters eventually pied guilty to various charges. 

If you wish to see a You Tube video of the October 2, 1998 Teamster Assault, visit: 

http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch ?feature=player _ embedded&v=tdCeMAU LKJc 

I now turn the testimony over to my brother, Don Adams. 



Mr. Chairman and fellow committee members, I thank you for the opportunity to testify today 

and I note that my testimony might not have been possible had it not been for the heroic 

efforts of my sister, who shielded me from the vicious beating I received, that October day in 

1998, at the hands and feet of the Teamsters. 

When we reviewed the why's of what had occurred, it became painfully obvious that one thing, 

in particular, was responsible for that kind of union violence: union dues. 

Union dues, forcefully deducted from the paychecks of hard-working, unsuspecting union 

workers, paid for the buses, bus drivers, permits, and gas that brought the union thugs to 

Center City. It probably paid for the lunches and drinks-both alcoholic and soft-as well as 

the loud speaker system and other expenses. 

And, more than likely, it paid for the training manual that taught this Teamster goon squad 

exactly how to engage in this type of criminal behavior. (We actually saw such a manual during 

the civil proceedings.) 

Incidents of union violence at political rallies is not a rare occurrence. 

As recently as December, 2012, a union assault occurred at a rally in Lansing, Ml, and fits a 

pattern of union violence that takes place in Democrat controlled cities during Democrat 

Presidential Administrations after prominent local elected officials look on with approval. 

We ask, why should government ever be put in the position of collecting union dues for 
organizations that are not government entities? If union dues, collected by the government, 
are then used to commit violent acts, doesn't that make the government duplicitous? Couldn't 
the government be subject to civil suits for allocating funds that are then used to foster union 
violence? 

We should hope that Pennsylvania government would be smart enough to disengage itself from 
the potential liability. If HB 1507 becomes law, such will be the case. 

Many thanks for your consideration. 


