
March 6, 2014 

PENNSYLVANIA APARTMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

The Honorable Keith Gillespie 
Chairman, Urban Affairs Committee 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 202047 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2047 

Re: HB1714 

Dear Representative Gillespie: 

I am writing to express the support of the Pennsylvania Apartment Association for 
House Bill1714, PN 2397 sponsored by State Representative Scott Petri, which would 
amend the PA Landlord and Tenant Act regarding abandoned personal property. 

Pennsylvania Apartment Association members are industry leaders who understand 
the keys to their success are a commitment to the highest professional standards for 
multi-family property management and strict compliance with all pertinent laws. They 
provide tens of thousands of apartment homes to Pennsylvanians in every part of the 
Commonwealth. Their considerable experience with the current abandoned personal 
property law has shown a need to improve the procedural safeguards for rental 
residents as well as rental owners, particularly in cases where rental residents have left 
the premises for good without notice or a forwarding address but leave personal 
property behind. The current abandoned personal property law unreasonably requires 
rental owners in nearly all such cases to obtain an eviction order after a resident has 
already moved out, simply to deal with personal belongings that have been abandoned. 

HB 1714 establishes rational criteria for when the personal property of a former 
tenant may be deemed abandoned. Its prudent language distinguishes between the 
abandonment of personal property and the relinquishment of the dwelling. Personal 
property would only be deemed abandoned if it is obvious the resident has physically 
vacated. It therefore provides greater procedural protections to residents, and sensible, 
clear directives for rental owners. 
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We appreciate the steps Act 129 of 2012 took to create common sense guidelines 
outlining how rental owners must handle abandoned personal property. But experience 
in the one and one-half years since it has been in effect shows there is still a need for 
further improvements and clarification, which are provided in HB 1714. 

We also support the provisions of HB 1714 that deal with situations in which a 
current tenant dies. It is often difficult to discern who is responsible for the decedent's 
affairs. Moreover, family members and estate representatives often refrain from 
collecting the personal property for significant periods of time, causing financial hardship 
to rental owners. HB 1714 provides clear and fair requirements for rental owners, 
including notice and communications with the decedent's family or representative. 

Please feel free to contact me or Kim Sokoloski of Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney at 
717-237-4861 to discuss this issue further. Thank you for considering our views. 
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