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Mr. Chairman, and Members of the House Committee on Urban Affairs, good afternoon. My name is 
Jason Lewis and I am a local rental housing provider. After returning home from Desert Storm, I started 
buying houses and renting them to tenants. I have a very small business, which I operate on a very small 
margin. 

I appreciate this opportunity to talk with you on House Bill 1714. I feel that this bill further defines the 
procedures for landlords to follow, and it lets the tenants to know what to expect when property is left 
in a unit. 

The Bill that was passed before tells landlords, like myself, what to do when a tenant is evicted, or leaves 
after giving notice. It does not tell us what to do when the ternate leaves with no notice, or no eviction. 

Sometimes tenants leave because they are behind in rent, sometimes because the term of their lease is 
up, or it may be that they just need to move on due to job or family obligations. 

Tenants often tell a neighbor that they are moving, or a neighbor sees them moving furniture and 
belongings. The neighbor then tells us that the tenant has moved. A landlord may get notice that the 
utilities are to be taken out of the tame of the tenant. These give a landlord reason to go to the unit. 

When I, or most landlords, go to a unit, we can tell when a tenant has moved. We don't need a third 
party to tell us. lfthe bed, furniture, winter and summer clothing, toiletries, and toilet paper are not 
there, they are gone. If they are in the hospital, on vacation, or somewhere from where they are 
planning to return, they don't take all of those things. 

Giving the tenant a notice of things left behind, asking them for a response is reasonable. Landlords are 
usually easy to locate. They can always send a note to the same address they use to mail rent payments. 
Communication should be expected of both parties. 

If I have to file to evict the couch, chair, and/or bags of stuff left behind, I have to pay a couple hundred 
dollars and have the unit vacated for an extended period of time. This adds dollars to the cost of running 
the unit. These costs are then passed on to the next tenants. If we are to provide affordable rental 
housing, we need to reduce these extra expenses. This makes providing rental housing on a small 
margin more difficult. 

I feel that HB1714 gives good rules for the above situation and treats both landlords and tenants fairly. 
These rules are needed for landlords to know what to do and then tenants will know what to expect. We 
need this. 

Again, I think you for taking the time to listen to my thoughts. 




