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On behalf of our members that operate almost 2,000 pharmacies in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Association of Chain Drug Stores (PACDS) is writing to convey 
our support for efforts to stem opioid prescription drug abuse in Pennsylvania. To that end, we 
support and urge passage of House Bill 1694, which would establish a Pharmaceutical 
Accountability Monitoring System (P AMS). We would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank Representatives DiGirolamo and Cruz for giving us the chance to convey our views opioid 
abuse to the Committee. 

NACDS and the chain pharmacy industry are committed to partnering with law enforcement 
agencies, policymakers, and others to work on viable strategies to prevent prescription drug 
diversion and abuse. Chain pharmacies are engaged daily in activities with the goal of 
preventing drug diversion and abuse. We believe that there are a variety of ways to help curb 
prescription drug diversion, and chain pharmacies actively work on many initiatives to reduce 
this problem. 

Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs 

Over the years, prescription monitoring programs have been established throughout the country 

as tools to curb diversion and abuse of controlled substances prescriptions. At this time, nearly 
every state has implemented their own program designed to assist in the identification and 
prevention drug abuse and diversion at the prescriber, pharmacy and patient levels. 

P ACDS supports the important role that prescription monitoring programs have in helping to 
prevent drug abuse and diversion. Chain pharmacies actively support programs that are well 
designed to achieve program aims in a manner that does not disrupt the provision of patient care 
and the legitimate practices of pharmacy and medicine, and have minimal administrative burden 
associated with compliance. 

Accordingly, P ACDS supports the adoption of House Bill 1694which would establish P AMS in 
Pennsylvania. The bill would require pharmacists and prescribers to register with P AMS and 

would require dispensers to submit information on the controlled substances that they dispense 
within 72 hours of dispensing. This information includes information on the patient, prescribed 
drug dosage and quantity and the prescriber. This information would allow confidential reviews 
to determine any patterns of potential abuse or diversion. We are hopeful that P AMS will curb 
prescription drug diversion and abuse and encourage appropriate intervention to determine if a 
person may have a drug addiction so that treatment may be facilitated. As you know, this 
legislation has passed the House and is awaiting action in the Senate. We appreciate the efforts 

of both Representative Baker and DiGirolamo on sheparding this bill through the House. 



Law Enforcement Authorized Programs for Return and Disposal of Unwanted 
Prescription Drugs 

Since surveys show that over 70% of people abusing or misusing prescription medications 

obtained them from friends or family, 1 a key strategy to curb drug diversion and abuse is to 

provide consumers with appropriate means to return unwanted prescription drugs for disposal. 

Finding a workable law enforcement authorized means for consumer disposal of unused and 

expired drug products is critical to reducing drug diversion. 

While varying policy options have been proposed, P ACDS supports specific principles for 

proper return and disposal of consumers' unwanted medications. These include protecting 

patient health and safety by maintaining a physical separation between pharmacies and locations 

that take back consumers' unwanted drugs. 

In Pennsylvania, P ACDS supports the drug take-back program contained within Governor 

Corbett's Healthy Pennsylvania initiative. The initiative funds 250 secure MedReturn boxes 

throughout the state, where consumers have a reliable and readily available means to return their 

unwanted medications. These programs help prevent teens and others from accessing and using 

prescription drugs in dangerous and potentially deadly ways. 

E-Prescribing 

P ACDS also supports efforts to accelerate the deployment of e-prescribing of controlled 

substances that all controlled substances may be prescribed electronically. With the rule issued by 
the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) nearly two years ago that now permits the 
electronic transmission of all controlled substances prescriptions, one of the key barriers to widespread 
adoption of e-prescribing has been eliminated. P ACDS supports regulatory changes that explicitly permit 
electronic prescribing of controlled substances prescriptions, as such regulations that confirm that 
healthcare providers are fully able to employ e-prescribing in their practices, which will serve to 
encourage greater use of this beneficial technology. Moreover, the DEA-approved process for electronic 
prescribing arguably provides much more protection from diversion than the current system of paper, fax, 
and oral prescriptions. Employing this useful technology to transmit prescriptions for controlled 
substances could reduce fraudulent prescriptions and reduce the incidence of drug diversion in 
Pennsylvania. 

Shutting Down Rogue Pain Clinics 

As the number of domestic-based rogue, internet pharmacies has been declining in recent years, there has 
been an increase in the number of rogue pain clinics. According to the DEA, the practitioners in these 
clinics are responsible for the dispensing of millions of dosage units of oxycodone, a schedule II narcotic. 
NACDS supports the efforts of states, such as Florida, that have enacted legislation to shut down these 

1 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Results from the 2010 National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health: Summary of National Findings. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. [September 
2011]. Available: http://oas.samhsa.gov/NSDUH/2k!ONSDUH/2kl0Results.htm 



rogue clinics, such as restricting a physician's ability to dispense oxycodone from a pain clinic. 
Accordingly, NACDS would support legislation in Pennsylvania to restrict the drugs dispensed by pain 
clinic prescribers. 

In conclusion, P ACDS appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony regarding ways to curb 

opioid abuse in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and endorses the proposals outlined above. 


