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Making biking and walking safer, 
more convenient and more enjoyable. 

Testimony of Alex Doty, Executive Director of the Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia and 

Pennsylvania Walks and Bikes 

Good morning Chairman Hess. 

I appreciate the opportunity to testify before your committee today. On behalf of the 3,000 
members of the Bicycle Coalition and Pennsylvania Walks and Bikes, and the 20 organizations that 
joined us in signing on to our letter of support in favor of increased funding for biking and walking, 
I am here to express support for Senate Billl and the funding level it sets to adequately address 
Pennsylvania's urgent transportation needs. Senate Billl funds all modes of transportation, 
including for the first time ever, dedicated funding for bicycles and pedestrians that will make 
Pennsylvania's roads and communities safer and more accessible for biking and walking. 

Safety. In 2012, 14% of fatalities and 7% of injuries in motor vehicle crashes were non-motorized 
users- the highest percentages on record. It's been estimated that motor vehicle crashes and 
fatalities resulted in economic losses totaling an estimated $15.4 billion annually, or $926 for every 
person in Pennsylvania. In 2010, there were 121,312 reportable traffic crashes in Pennsylvania. 

These crashes claimed the lives of 1,324 and injured another 87,949. Although these numbers are 
the lowest since the 1950s, it doesn't dull the fact that someone in Pennsylvania is killed in a motor 
vehicle crash every seven hours. We cannot reiterate strongly enough that this status quo is 
costing the state much more than funding Senate Billl and the funding it provides for making all 
modes of transportation safer. 

Choice. Pennsylvanians deserve to travel safely whether they drive a car, take a bus or train, ride a 
bike or walk. A~d no matter how one travels to and from work, shopping or appointments, 
everyone uses the same bridges and roads and should be able to use them without worrying about 
their safety and get to where they are going without undue delays. But, worry they must because 
the Commonwealth's transportation network is in crisis after years of insufficient investment. We 
support this bill because it is comprehensive, includes the multi-modal fund and makes great 

strides towards making safety a priority for all users of our transportation system. 

Health benefits. It's been documented that the cost of not bringing our roads and bridges to a 

state of good repair is $1 million per day. But our transportation system is also costing us money in 
health care. Approximately 36.6% of PA adults (18+) are considered overwe ight and about 29.2% 
are obese. The Childhood Obesity Action Network documented that 29% of children 10-17 years 
old in Pennsylvania are obese or overweight. Pennsylvania is the 19th most obese state in the 

nation. Walking, jogging or biking 30 minutes a day can dramatically improve one's health. But 
kids and adults need safe sidewalks, intersections and comfortable streets before they make 
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walking or biking to school, work or for errands part of their daily life. Sadly, the percentage of 

students who bike and walk to school has dropped in the last SO years from four in 10 to one in 10. 

Building more roads isn't going help reduce the severity of these problems. Only maintaining and 

repairing the state's transportation network and enhancing it with multiple transportation options 

is going produce positive results. Public health, public safety and congestion illustrate how 

interrelated different modes of transportation are and that a comprehensive solution to funding all 

modes of travel is essential. 

Biking and walking attract employers and tourists 

Employers looking to locate in Pennsylvania favor communities that have safe biking and walking 

routes. In our experience, commercial developers are extremely anxious to be close to trails that 

allow their employees to ride or bike to work, or combine that trip with a transit trip. For that 

reason, investing in biking and walking helps enhance Pennsylvania as an attractive state to locate 

in. 

Connected off road bicycling facilities also contribute to local economies. Rails to Trails 

Conservancy has found that the over 800,000 people who use the Schuylkill River Trail per year 

contribute $7.3 million to the local economies annually; the 280,000 visitors who visit the Delaware 

& Lehigh Trail generate an annual economic impact of more than $19 million in the communities it 

passes through. And the Greater Allegheny Passage in Western Pennsylvania hosts over 800,000 

trips a year and, in 2008, generated over $40 million in direct annual spending and another $7.5 

million in wages. 

In conclusion, SB 1 not only brings Pennsylvania's comprehensive transportation network much 

closer to a state of good repair but it gives us the opportunity, by dedicating money to biking a 

walking for the first time, to give many people across the Commonwealth the healthier choice of 

walking and biking by making it safer and more convenient. 



Adding biking and walking facilities brings more tourists into the community. 

That means more bicycles being manufactured, 

more bicycle and pedestrian-friendly trails and roads being constructed, 

more hotel rooms booked, more restaurants filled, more shops doing well --

and more jobs be ing created. 

Pennsylvania should invest in building more walking and biking pathways. 

To help make that happen, visit walkandridepa.org. 

AN INITIATIVE TO EXPAND PENNSYLVANIA'S WALKING & BI KIN G PATHWAYS 

Bikers and hikers brought in $23,878,495 

in revenue to The Great Allegheny Passage 

in Western Pennsylvania (2007-2008). 

78% of surveyed users purchased bikes. 

accessories and clothing to use on the 

Schuylkill River Trail.* 

Nationally, bicyclists spend $46.9 billion 

annually for food, lodging, gifts and 

local entertainment. 



ONE PATHWAY 

Obesity in America is a growing problem in children and adults. 

Better connecting communities for walking and biking will help people build physical 

activity into their daily routines, improving the overall health of the state. 

Providing walkways and more bicycle friendly trails and roads increases the number 

of children who bike and walk to school, and adults who bike and walk to work. 

Pennsylvania should invest in building more walking and biking pathways. 

To help make that happen, visit walkandridepa.org. 

AN I NITIATIVE TO EXPAND PENNSYLVAN I A' S WAL K ING & BI KI NG PATHWAYS 

A Few Facts 

Obesity rates among children have tripled 

within three decades. 

By 2030, I in every 6 dollars spent on 

healthcare will treat obesity related illness. 

50% of adults and adolescents don't get 

the recommended amount of daily physical 

activity.* 



ONE PATI-IWAV 

Designated walkways and bicycle friendly roads improve safe travel for all users. 

Widened roadways with paved shoulders provide space for walking and biking 

if designated facilities are not available. 

They also reduce roadway crashes by providing extra space for emergencies, 

school bus stops and farm equipment. 

And, they improve drainage, extending the life of the road -saving tax dollars. 

Pennsylvania should invest in building roads that are safe for walking and biking. 

To help make that happen, visit walkandridepa.org. 

AN I NI TIATIVE TO EXPAND PENNSYLVANIA ' S WALKING & BIKING PA THWAYS 

Pennsylvania had 4770 pedestrian and 1379 

bicyclist traffic·related injuries in 2012. 

Between 2000 and 2006, 30% of children who 

died in traffic accidents were struck by a car 

while walking or bicycling. 

Pennsylvania has more rural roads than any 

other state that are shared by ca rs, trucks, 

farm equipment. bicycles and non·motorized 

vehicles. 



Increasing biking and walking is good for the environment. 

Reducing traffic congestion cuts down on carbon dioxide emissions 

and reduces air pollution. 

If one out of 10 commuters switch to walking or biking, 

it would reduce C02 emissions by 25.4 million tons a year.* 

Many Americans would bike to work instead of driving 

if bicycle friendly trails and roads were available. 

To help make that happen. visit walkandridepa.org. 

AN INIT I AT IV E TO EXPAND PENNSYL VANIA "S WALK I NG & BIKING PATHWAYS 

Cars produce 30% of C02 emissions and 

80% of CO emissions each year. 

50% of the working population commutes 

five miles or less to work. 

A trip to work by bicycle keeps about 

10 pounds of pollutants out of the air. 
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Paved shoulders reduce roadway 
crashes by providing extra space 

for emergencies, school bus 
stops, farm equipment, bicycles 

and pedestrians. 

I 2 0 1 2 
Pennsylvania had 4, 770 pedestrians and n 1 ,379 bicyclists injured in traffic accidents. 

@ Providing walkways separated 
from the travel lanes prevent up to 

8 8% of "walk along roadway" 
0 crashes. 

Biking and walking facilities increases tourism in 
the community. That means: 

t More hotel 
rooms booked ... 

t moreshops 
doing well ... 

t more restaurants 
filled ... 

t and more jobs 
being created !I 

•
9' Nationally, bicyclists spend 

$46.9 Billon every year 
on food, lodging, gifts and 
local entertainment. 

$23,878,495 in revenue ' • 
Bikers and hikers brought in ' 

to The Great Allegheny Passage ' 
in Western PA from 2007-2008. 

'·'+'lldiM'+'If" ~ 
In the US, cars 30% 
produce more than 0 

· of carbon dioxide emissions and 

So% 
of carbon monoxide emissions 

If 1 out of 10 car commuters would switch to walking or bfkfng, we 
would reduce Clllbon dioxide emissions by 25.4 million tons a year! 

One Path To Better Health 

25% 40% so% 
~~~~ 

~~~~ 

25 % of all trips are made within 
1 mile of the home. 

40% of all t rips are made within 
2 miles of the home. 

50% of the working population commutes 
5 miles or less to work by car. 

'' 
Even though bicycling and walking compose 12% of all 
trips in Pennsylvania . . . "\. 

• N 0 state transportation funding is 'iti dedicated to making roads and communities 
t.'·~ I I I I more bicycle and pedestrian friendly. 

!SE' ~ For more info, visit www.walkandridepa.org 


