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GOOD MORNING, MY NAME IS DAVID KILMER AND I AM CURRENTLY CHAIRMAN OF 

PPTA AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE RED ROSE TRANSIT AUTHORITY IN 

LANCASTER AND I WILL BE PRESENTING TESTIMONY ON BEHALF OF THE 

ASSOCIATION. 

Serving all 67 counties of the Commonwealth, public transportation plays a 

critical role in the solution of Pennsylvania's economic, energy and 

environmental challenges. Public transit reduces congestion and the 

consumption of fuel by providing affordable transportation options for citizens of 

Pennsylvania to get to work, go to school, visit friends or go to a doctor's office. 

By offering expanded mobility options to all Pennsylvanians, this crucial element 

of a state-wide comprehensive transportation delivery system provides a better 

quality of life and benefits every segment of today's society. Whether providing 

a ride in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Lancaster, Williamsport, Erie, Indiana, or 

Washington County every trip is just as impQrtant and vital to the quality of life 

in that community. 

Since the completion of the TFAC report in 2011, PPTA, working with the 

Keystone Transportation Funding Coalition, has been stressing the critical need 



for a comprehensive transportation funding solution at the recommended funding 

levels. We were greatly encouraged when the Governor presented his plan to 

address this need and were even more encouraged when Senator Rafferty 

introduced Senate Bill 1 that increased the level of funding that the Governor 

presented from $1.8 to $2.5 Billion. Even though this funding level is still lower 

than recommended in the TFAC report of $3.5 Billion, there couldn't 

have been a more positive recognition and bi-partisan support of the need for 

funding when the Senate bill passed with a vote of 45-5. 

Now that Senate Bill 1 has moved to the House for consideration, we are again 

encouraged that this Committee is conducting hearings on this issue. Last week 

I was at two different events where the Governor stressed the importance for the 

House to pass a funding package in order for Pennsylvania to move further 

towards economic recovery and for the safety of the general public. Our buses 

and vans carrying seniors and the disabled go across those same structurally 

deficient bridges and get caught in the same traffic congestion as the general 

public. As I heard last week, a transportation funding package could also 

generate as much as 50,000 new jobs in Pennsylvania and with that, generate a 



significant amount of new revenue for the state. I also heard that Pennsylvania 

has reached the 75% point in terms of economic recovery, far better than most 

surrounding states and heading in the right direction. Providing funding for 

transportation will go a long w~y in improving the ongoing recovery and send the 

message to businesses looking to relocate into Pennsylvania that infrastructure 

improvements are a priority, including a sustainable public transit system. 

Public transit systems across this state employ over 14,000 people and carry over 

450 Million passengers per year with 60% of those trips being work related. All 

the members of the Keystone Coalition recognize that public transit is a vital link 

in the transportation network and has to be part of a comprehensive solution for 

Pennsylvania to continue to move towards economic recovery and to attract new 

businesses to the state. It has been long recognized that we cannot build our 

way out of congestion and at current levels of funding, there will be little, if any, 

new capacity being added because we have fallen that far behind in keeping pace 

with our "state of good repair". Public transit is no exception. There are many 

transit systems that are barely able to maintain current levels of service and our 

two largest systems will be facing service reductions if no action is taken. This 



will not only result in job loss at these agencies, but the loss of jobs by transit 

dependent citizens that could lose their access to work. For shared ride service, 

the sustainability of current funding sources for this service could result in 

seniors and the disabled losing access to vital community services. 
;"-. 

For example, in Lancaster I will have to add time to a bus route serving the Route 

501 corridor because of traffic congestion and the lack of funding to have the 

traffic lights coordinated. This is unproductive time and decreases the efficiency 

of our service, but is necessary so our riders can rely on the scheduled times. 

That's why it is just as important to transit that funding is provided for highways 

too, as it is all one transportation network throughout the state. Our buses 

receive the same wear and tear from deteriorating road conditions and add to 

our maintenance expenses. It has been well documented that it costs more to 

maintain buses that are beyond their useful life when there is not enough funding 

,~ to replace vehicles in a timely manner and achieve a state of good repair. The 

needs have been well documented in several studies over the last few years. 



From the TFAC report, " Public transit is essential to moving people and ensuring 

the ongoing vitality of the economy. Transit services play a significant role in 

efforts to mitigate traffic congestion, conserve fuel, enhance transportation 

efficiency, and address air quality issues". 

In closing, as the Chair of PPTA representing all its members, I appreciate the 

opportunity to present testimony today. On behalf of the public transit agencies, 

the private business's that provide the goods and services necessary to provide 

that service, and the members of the Keystone Transportation Funding Coalition, 

we urge the House of Representatives to implement a comprehensive long term 

funding solution not only for public transit, but also for the entire transportation 

network in Pennsylvania. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony today. 


