
•. 

June 13, 2013 

Testimony of Joseph H. Gerdes III, Executive Director of the Keystone 
State Railroad Association before, 

The Pennsylvania House Transportation Committee 

Mr. Chairman and Committee members, Thank you for allowing me 
the opportunity to speak on behalf of the membership of the Keystone 
State Railroad Association, an association representing most of the 
Commonwealth's Class I, II, and III railroads, non-operating railroad 
owners, and numerous venders and suppliers to the railroad industry. 
Our mission is to advocate for the state's freight railroad industry in 
order to provide a safe, reliable, cost effective, and environmentally 
friendly mode of transportation to businesses and industries in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Chairman I know this Committee knows all too well the issues 
facing our state's transportation infrastructure and the rail freight 
industry certainly understands the complexity in trying to find the right 
funding solution that will ensure our citizens have a safe and reliable 
transportation network. I also know that you realize more than most 
that the time for the solution is now and that further delays in funding 
will only continue to stress an already overburdened network of roads, 
bridges and highways, a network that Pennsylvania desperately needs to 
compete in the marketplace of today and tomorrow. 

To that end, my association joins the many voices calling for a 
comprehensive state transportation funding plan to be passed now. A 
plan that includes the new proposed intermodal fund which will in part 
include a dedicated source of funding for the rail freight industry which 
will build on a partnership between the railroads and the 
Commonwealth that began almost thirty years ago with the Rail Freight 
Assistance Program (RFAP) and the Rail Transportation Assistance 
Program (RTAP). A partnership which has helped to build and 
maintain a rail freight system that is one of the strongest in the nation. 

This partnership is important to our citizens because as you look at even 
the most conservative of calculations on the movement of freight, one 
thing is certain; the amount of freight that will be moving through the 



Northeast and particularly Pennsylvania will be growing at an 
astronomical rate over the next ten to fifteen years. This coupled with 
projected increases in vehicular traffic will put a tremendous strain on 
those roads, bridges and highways. The Commonwealth's freight rail 
network will be a vital piece of the system to help move this freight and 
to keep commerce and people moving safely and efficiently throughout 
the state. 

As I mentioned, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is already an 
important partner with our industry, and I think this investment has 
already proven to be prudent and insightful. And I believe that with a 
comprehensive funding package that invests in all modes of 
transportation we will see an immediate and direct impact on jobs and 
our economy but more importantly will see these tremendous dividends 
paid for years to come. 

As you debate the funding solution for Pennsylvania's transportation 
infrastructure of tomorrow, I urge you and your colleagues to get this 
package done in these next few days. Our industry stands ready to 
continue our partnership with the Commonwealth and to pull our share 
of the load to help move Pennsylvania forward. 

Again, Mr. Chairman many thanks to you and to your colleagues for 
your leadership in helping to foster and grow our Commonwealth's 
transportation system and particularly our rail freight infrastructure. 
Our Governor, and our legislature, on both sides of the aisle, have been 
great partners with our industry and we look forward to working with 
you to insure this important partnership continues. Ifl or my 
Association can be of any service, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Thank you. 


