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I am Barbara McNees, president of the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, and I 
appreciate this opportunity to testify about the importance of maintaining adequate rail service in 
the Pittsburgh-Harrisburg conidor. Passage of a sufficient, comprehensive, and sustainable 
funding program for all modes of transportation in the Commonwealth, including passenger rail, 
is the top legislative priority this year for the Chamber, the Allegheny Conference on 
Community Development, and countless other business and civic leadership organizations across 
the state. 

We appreciate the Governor's commitment that if a transportation funding package is signed into 
law, it will preserve Amtrak service in the Harrisburg-Pittsburgh corridor. For communities such 
as Johnstown and Altoona, it provides a connection to the west to Pittsburgh and to the east to 
the state capital, Philadelphia, and New York. 

The Governor's commitment reminds us of another very important aspect of this debate: That 
the state's transportation network is just that- a network. It's not just highways. It's not just 
rails. It' s not just ports. It' s not just mass transit. It' s all of those things and more- such as 
bikeways - working together to connect people to jobs, students to schools, businesses to 
markets and communities to each other. 

And different parts of the state have different transportation needs. There is no one-size-fits-all, 
and all of them are important. Erie and Philadelphia utilize deep-water ports to help support their 
economy, while communities in the Laurel Highlands have seen their communities blossom 
thanks to the Great Allegheny Passage bike trail. 

In Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, we rely heavily on mass transit to get people to work. Rural 
Pennsylvania, on the other hand, relies on an extensive network of state roads that require 
subsidies from the rest of the state to maintain. In fact, in the five least-populated counties in 
Pennsylvania, residents enjoy nearly 30 times more miles of state roads per person than do 
residents in the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia region. 

In the Pittsburgh-Hanisburg corridor, communities rely on Amtrak and passenger rail. All of 
these forms of transport are important, and all of them should be addressed in a sustainable and 
comprehensive transportation funding package. Thank you for this opportunity. 


